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Oilseed rape in the rotation

• Acts as a break crop in the 

rotation 

• Can help reduce pest burden in 

the following crop e.g., grass 

weeds and take-all

• Beneficial for cereals grown 

after OSR – associated with 

increase in yield

• Different management strategies 

to cereals

AHDB, 2019



OSR growing area

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/cereal-and-oilseed-rape-

areas-in-england/cereal-and-oilseed-rape-areas-in-england-at-1-june-

2023



OSR growing area

• Growing area predicted to be 

lower than in 2023 by 28%

• Challenges faced this growing 

season:

• Heavy rainfall

• Waterlogging 

• Pests

https://ahdb.org.uk/cereals-oilseeds/early-bird-

survey



Alternative controls for CSFB

• Limited available control options

• Insecticide resistance

• Changing attitudes towards the 

way we control pests

• Integrated Pest Management

AHDB



Monitoring insecticide resistance

https://ahdb.org.uk/monitoring-and-managing-insecticide-resistance-in-uk-

pests



Novel Approaches to CSFB Project

• Filling the knowledge gaps – 

currently no available 

biopesticides for CSFB in the 

UK

• Growing interest in biopesticides

• Can be used as part of an IPM 

programme

• Good foundation for future 

research
https://ahdb.org.uk/novel-approaches-to-control-

cabbage-stem-flea-beetle-phd
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