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Foreword
The 21st century will be defined, to a large extent, by man's ability to address the challenge of
harnessing the planet's natural resources to meet its needs amid climatic and geo‐political
instability; efficiency and innovation are likely to be crucial watchwords. To do so, we must have
a deep understanding of and a creative approach to our relationship with the natural world
around us.
As one of the UK's agricultural production powerhouses with world‐leading research
facilities, Norfolk and Suffolk are in a strong position to be at the forefront in the global effort to
meet this challenge. People of all ages should understand how food, farming and the
countryside underpin our daily lives and there is a responsibility on all of us to ensure that the
next generation is even better informed; after all, they will live through and react to the effects
of our current systems. We also want young people who are well informed about the land‐
based industries so that we can create a supply of exciting talent into them.
We need an approach to agricultural education that is coherent, appropriately accommodating
a range of ages and different levels of expertise. I am delighted that a report has been
commissioned to investigate how we might set about establishing such a unified approach and I
look forward to seeing practical actions being taken as a result of it.

Steffan Griffiths
Education Strategy Group Chair and RNAA Trustee
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Introduction
Learning about, and through, food, farming and the countryside for students of school age is
beneficial for a wide range of reasons. Understanding: what food is; how food is produced and
prepared; and, why it is important to human beings is, one could argue, a fundamental life skill.
However, to do this well presents a range of challenges.
This report sets out to understand how well these challenges are currently being addressed in
Norfolk and Suffolk and considers possible new approaches to school based learning about food,
farming and the countryside. To do this, it examines current activity locally as well as drawing
on examples of best practice from elsewhere, to assess how schools are engaging with food,
farming and countryside education and how the support provided to schools could be
improved.
Finally, it considers how to ensure that the provision of school based food, farming and
countryside education can be better aligned with the needs of both teachers and those
providing the support (such as farmers, food manufacturers and retailers), so that this
important work can grow and be sustained in the long term.

Vision
The purpose of this report is to move towards a position where, through co‐ordinated activities,
the many providers of food, farming and countryside education in Norfolk and Suffolk can be
focused on a shared long‐term vision to deliver an education strategy that ensures that:
Every young person at school in Norfolk and Suffolk has the opportunity to learn about food,
farming and the countryside, and the career options that are available in the region’s largest
sector.

Aims
The aims of this strategy are to:


Improve educational attainment by using food, farming and the countryside as a vector for
learning.



Create a better understanding of food, farming and the countryside including why food
matters, the significance of farming in food production and the role that farmers play in
managing the natural environment.



Raise awareness of the social, economic and health benefits linked to a greater
understanding and connection with food, farming and the countryside.



Help those in secondary education to understand the careers available to them in the
businesses linked with food and farming, together with opportunities through further and
higher education (FE/HE) to gain the skills, qualifications and experience to secure a
rewarding career in the sector.
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Key Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations
This section of the report sets out the key findings of the project, draws conclusions and makes
recommendations for action. At the outset, a series of core questions were posed and these
have been used to organise the main elements of the report.

Key Findings
What food, farming and countryside education is already being delivered in
Norfolk and Suffolk and what need is there for development?
In Norfolk and Suffolk, a lot of activity is already being undertaken under the broad umbrella of
food, farming and countryside education. Over 150 separate activities have been identified in
Norfolk alone. These range significantly in scope, scale and impact. However, while there is no
doubt that this activity is well intended and the goodwill significant, one thing is clear. Much of
what is happening is unfocused, un‐coordinated and its impact uncertain. This means that
provision often fails to meet educational targets, is of inconsistent quality and limited reach.
The majority of the work is aimed at primary schools (early years foundation stage (EYFS) and at
key stages (KS) 1 and 2 ages 3‐7) due to the relative ease of creating activity at this level. In
short, it is simpler to do ‘something’ at primary level before the more structured educational
frameworks of KS 3‐5 (ages 11‐18) are applied. Further, it can be deduced that the requirement
of many farmers’ Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) scheme agreements to deliver environmental
education outcomes, is easier to deliver by linking farming with one or more local primary
schools.
Delivering at secondary school levels is much more challenging given the stricter curriculum
frameworks that operate at this level. As a result, and in contrast to, the primary school
situation, there are currently large gaps in the provision at KS 3 (ages 11‐14) and KS 4 (age 14‐
16) as shown in the matrix diagram in Appendix A. Sustained provision at KS5 is almost non‐
existent.
It is essential that provision is made for these older age groups, as it is during this stage that
important decisions are being made about future career choices. Investing heavily at primary
education in food, farming and the countryside can go to waste if there is no continuity or
building blocks to take them on through the later key stages and beyond. It is critical, therefore,
that these gaps in secondary school provision are closed.
At present, without a framework to guide provision, there is a lack of coordinated effort with
lots of organisations and farmers working individually; this also leads to misplaced effect and no
continuous improvement or knowledge sharing. While it is essential that the goodwill,
enthusiasm and commitment of the many groups and individuals involved is maintained, it is
likely that a greater degree of coordination would lead to enhanced outcomes, avoid duplication
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and help to address gaps in current provision. Greater coordination would also help to ensure
that both providers and users were clear about what is available and how to access it – in short,
supply and demand would be better aligned.
National initiatives such as Countryside Classroom, managed by FACE, are welcomed as they
seek to offer a single point of support for all those involved and aid better communication.
However, teachers tell us that while digital media offers a means of widely distributing
resources, delivery needs to be backed up with local activity. Therefore, it is vital that
coordination also occurs at the local level, in this case Norfolk and Suffolk, to ensure that
schools and providers are aware of what is available and how to access it.
Significant resources are being used to support food, farming and countryside education. It is
hard to know exactly how much is being spent but a broad estimate ranges from £6 million to
£14 million across England and Wales in 2014. In Norfolk and Suffolk alone the four key agri‐
food charities support activity with around £400,000 per year; and, besides this, many other
organisations and farmers also commit resources to this work – the RNAA estimate that it
spends about £200,000 annually supporting education.
With such large investments being made, it is vital that the money spent is used effectively.
Better coordination and more collaborative working would create efficiencies and help to
ensure greater impact.
One clear opportunity is to align private and third sector investment in food, farming and
countryside education with government investment in skills and education. However, at
present, there is no robust and consistent attempt to measure the effects that the many
different programmes and initiatives are having. This will make it very challenging to justify how
investment by the food and farming industry could be aligned with government spending.
Furthermore, to ensure that charities, organisations and individuals continue to commit to this
work, it is important that clear metrics are established to assess the impact and value added of
their contributions.

How do schools engage with food, farming and countryside education?
Schools that are engaged with food, farming and countryside education tend to have a
connection or interest with the subject and wish to explore it further. Partaking in projects such
as the Food for Life Partnership has provided schools with a high level of support, which has also
helped to ensure engagement.
Projects such as there and others, such as the Tesco ‘Eat Happy Project’, have encouraged
schools by providing a well‐resourced and trusted activity that has strong links to the National
Curriculum and clear educational outcomes. Teaches feel more confident in delivering materials
around the subject where they are able to trust in the resource. Accreditation by the Council for
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Learning Outside the Classroom is formally recognised by county councils who encourage
schools to visit education providers and sites with such accreditation.
In secondary schools, direct engagement with food, farming and countryside topics has been
limited to those studying Food Technology GCSE, soon to be Food Preparation and Nutrition, or
vocational studies, such as horticulture.
As such, this has led to perceived reductions in the status for the subjects with a knock‐on
impact on the standing of jobs and careers in the related industries. Teachers and farmers alike
have called for the raising of the profile of these subjects perhaps through greater direct
connections with other subjects such as Geography and the STEM subjects.

How can the impact of food, farming and countryside education be enhanced in
Norfolk and Suffolk?
Currently, a large number of children are benefiting from food, farming and countryside
educational provision in Norfolk and Suffolk. There is currently no form measure of this however
rough estimates have calculated that around 25% of Norfolk’s school age population, which is
between 100,000 and 120,000, are engaged in some form of activity. However, behind this
figure a number of issues are raised. Much work is focused at primary school level, which leads
to significant duplication particularly as enthusiastic schools will participate much more than
others will. Again, this is illustrated by the number of schools engaged in activity in comparison
to the total schools in Norfolk, which is around 12% of the counties 463 schools.
However, there is still a long way to go if we aspire to reach all children, particularly during the
later stages of their education (key stages 3, 4 and 5). Increasing the reach of food, farming and
countryside educational activities could be addressed through:


Developing a regional framework will allow for organisations and farmers to ensure the
resources they are providing clearly link to the National Curriculum and teachers’ needs.



Providing policy guidance to ensure consistent and coherent messages are delivered
everywhere.



Developing suggested schemes of work for individual school subjects to help teachers
make better use of food, farming and countryside examples in their everyday teaching.



Demonstrating the health benefits linked to a greater understanding of food, farming
and the countryside.



Ensuring that all schools and providers of food, farming and countryside education are
better informed, supported and encouraged to work together to facilitate more
coordinated action.

A focus for all must be on ease of delivery for teachers, along with high levels of dynamic
engagement for children.
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It is also important to recognise that whereas some farmers deliver food, farming and
countryside education due to the requirements of their HLS schemes, others are motivated by
an inherent interest in promoting the industry to both children and adults at large. There is
currently no unified approach from the industry for better education and communication and
this needs to be addressed. It is noted that organisations such as the National Farmers Union
(NFU) and the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB) are taking steps in the
right direction but this work needs to be accelerated. Further, there is no evidence that the
Government through DEFRA or DFE are considering making the policy environment more
supportive of educational needs. At grass roots level, guidelines and training are required to
help farmers engage confidently with young people. As noted above, while it is important to
engage with national initiatives such as the Why Farming Matters resources created by the NFU
and FACE, it is important that farmers also have local support and training to help them access
and use the full range of resources available.

How can food, farming and countryside education be linked more effectively to
schools?
To best link agriculture and education, greater connection is required between the current food,
farming and education supply and the needs of teachers. At present in some areas supply can
outstrip demand e.g. in primary education, whereas in other age groups or locations, demand is
not being met. Two key actions have been identified which would help to address this potential
mismatch:


Providing resources, events and activities that have direct links to the National
Curriculum will ensure a greater interaction of teachers with the agricultural industry.
Placing all this into a framework allows the action to be mapped against need.



Coordinating providers so that schools can, through a single point of contact, access
food, farming and countryside education appropriate to their needs.

What are some of the best examples of effective activity operating in the UK
and around the world?
There are a number of strong examples from both the UK and around the world. In the UK,
these include the work of many of the country’s agricultural associations and show societies,
major food retailers, such as Tesco and Waitrose, and others such as the NFU and AHDB. Most
of the UK’s agricultural associations and show societies, represented by a trade body the
Association of Show and Agricultural Organisations (ASAO) already engage in education as part
of their charitable objectives. Recently the ASAO has begun to promote best practice and ideas
among its members through the medium of learning days and other ways of knowledge
exchange. The best examples demonstrate a high degree of coordination amongst multiple
stakeholders while providing equitable provision across all age groups.
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In the UK, we believe that the most well established example to be the Royal Highland
Educational Trust (RHET). This organisation, led by the Royal Highland and Agricultural Society of
Scotland (RHASS) and supported by the Scottish Government, promotes engagements between
farmers and schools across Scotland through a range of connections and supported resources.
Further afield, the Royal Agricultural Society of New South Wales in Australia has a particularly
strong model with a variety of events and activities for all age groups and high quality
curriculum linked resources that are easily accessible for all teachers.
Another leading example is the Ontario Agri‐Food Education Inc. in Canada. This programme
encourages the industry to work together to best support teachers’ needs.
In moving forward, it is important to look at and learn from these best practice examples both
from within the industry as well as considering how other industries have approached similar
challenges.

Conclusions
We conclude that to carry on the way we currently are is not effective. We must begin to think
differently about how we approach food, farming and countryside education. A more coherent
and collaborative approach would go a long way to changing the current position.
We conclude that such an approach would be best achieved on a regional basis to achieve
critical mass and maximise impact, initially across Norfolk and Suffolk.
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Recommendations
For most schools, teachers, farmers and food businesses education about food, farming and the
countryside is not a primary objective. For many, it is also an activity engaged in on an
occasional and/or sporadic basis.
To improve the effectiveness of this education it is essential to support both providers (farmers,
food companies and others in the industry) and beneficiaries (teachers and schools), so that it is
easy for them to access and facilitate high quality educational activity. To achieve this, this
report makes ten recommendations that need to be actioned to develop an effective
programme. These recommendations are grouped under three headings: enabling demand;
strengthening provision; ensuring funding is available in the long term.

Enabling Demand
It is important to recognise the changing nature of education by providing activities and
resources that meets the demands of schools, children and their families. It is recommended
that this can be achieved by ensuring that:
1. The approach is demand led, with clear links to educational outcomes and is relevant and
attractive to schools and teachers. All educational resources and activities on food, farming
and the countryside must be aligned with the National Curriculum and be consistent, easy to
use and accessible.
2. Gaps in provision, particularly at secondary (key stages 3, 4 and 5) level school education,
are filled to ensure that the excellent work initiated in many primary schools is sustained.
Critically, links with the work of secondary schools, especially with years 12 and 13 (the
‘sixth’ forms) should be expanded. Examples here could follow the form of the Agri‐Tech
taster course held for the first time in 2015 in Norfolk.
3. Work on food, farming and countryside education in schools is more directly aligned with
College and University course provision. This would create clear progression routes for
children who develop an interest in studying these subjects further. Specifically, better links
between schools and the opportunities in FE colleges for land‐based courses should be
encouraged, and links through to careers and vocational skills training and development are
made.
4. Members of school governing bodies from the farming and agricultural industry are
encouraged and supported as advocates for food, farming and countryside education. This
can be achieved by developing a network and providing members with information on the
support available and how this can be aligned with schools’ needs.
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Strengthening Provision
As this report concluded, current provision is fragmented and involves a large number of
providers. Better coordination of effort could help to strengthen provision. It is recommended
that this can be delivered by:
5. Developing a collaborative venture, as an independent entity (for example a charitable
trust) to coordinate food, farming and countryside education across Norfolk and Suffolk. In
doing this, however, it is essential to recognise that many of those who provide resources
would still wish to protect and use their own identities, as this is often part of their
branding, PR and corporate social responsibility agendas. Any new organisation should seek
to build on existing strengths and skills, broker new relationships and commission others to
deliver new activities on its behalf. In short, it should act as a force multiplier, creating a
single‐point of advice and contact for all activity originated either locally or nationally.
6. Providing support to all involved in provision including:


Access to teaching materials, curriculum packs and suggested activities to help them
provide a high quality learning experience.



Sharing best practice and, where appropriate, coordinating provision with others as part
of a longer‐term support package for schools.



Marketing and promotion.



Access to accreditation, by exploring the possibility of working with the Council for
Learning Outside the Classroom as an awarding body.



Advice on training needs, insurance, risk assessments and other duty of care
requirements for those working with children and young people.



Generating and maintaining a means of tracking activity and measuring impact and
effectiveness over time.

Ensuring Funding is Available in the Long Term
To make this work will require resources that will need to be sustained over a sufficient period
of time for the programme to be judged as being effective. To do this, potential funders will
need to be assured that progress is being made against an agreed plan and key performance
indicators. To do this, it is recommended that action is needed to:
7. Create a long‐term (say 3‐5 year) business plan, setting clear targets and identifying
resources needed.
8. Develop metrics including:


The numbers of children benefitting (by age, KS, subject and duration).
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The investment being made (including an estimate of in‐kind contributions).

9. Coordinate funding across the charitable sector and to use this to lever funding from the
public sector e.g. from the local authorities (noting that devolution may offer opportunities
here) and by accessing the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership European Social Fund
programme, to support educational provision in food, farming and countryside education.
10. Explore the potential to align food, farming and countryside education provision with
mainstream education funding including the additional support provided by the pupil
premium, disadvantaged and NEET (young people aged between 16 and 19 who are not in
education, employment or training) interventions supported by the government and
funding for Gifted and Talented Pupils.
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A Way Forward
This report has set out clearly that there is both a need and opportunity for action to fully
exploit the potential and achieve the vision articulated earlier. Further, in the course of this
work it has become apparent that there is a real willingness on the part of all involved to make
something more of what is already being achieved. In short, the climate is right, the spirit is
willing and it now requires concerted collaborative effort and leadership to make it happen. To
do this the following is offered as a way forward:

Create a New Body
1. An independent educational trust is created to formalise the partnership already established
in Norfolk and Suffolk. Initially, this could be embedded in one of the agricultural associations.
2. It is given a working title that reflects simply what it does and the wishes of its partners and
funders.
3. We see the Trust acting to support, link and inspire good practice in agricultural education
across the region.
4. In order to meet this vision, the trust’s focus is on the following areas:
a) Building networks‐ create a sustainable collaborative network of providers.
b) Curriculum relevance: the trust will work with schools and land‐based industries to
provide resources and experiences that are both sustainable and contribute directly to
curriculum delivery.
c) Careers and skills guidance: the trust will work to demonstrate the breadth and strength
of opportunity in land‐based industries to people of all backgrounds and ages.
d) High quality events: the trust will support events, which provide outstanding agricultural
education for people of all ages. This would encompass existing and new events.
e) Framework of activity: the trust will also focus on developing partnerships between
schools and farms and promoting online resources.

Delivery of Vision
1. We appoint a full‐time educational officer to implement the trust’s vision. This will be a
highly skilled role, incorporating educational and agricultural expertise.
2. We envisage the first appointment being a two‐year post, starting in September 2016.
3. To fund the initiative, we seek £100K of annual funding, approximately £50K on staffing
costs and £50K on operations.
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Immediate next steps
1. In order to prepare for this appointment, we put in place an interim role of Educational
Project Officer, which will last for 6 months (March – August 2016).
2. This person will be tasked with:
a) Maintaining the momentum established by the report, particularly with regard to
activities planned for each key stage. Furthering this, through a communications
strategy aimed at raising profile and explaining the vision.
b) Developing the business plan to establish the trust outlined above and move it to an
initial operating capability by September 2016 and full operating capability by no later
than September 2017.
c) Identifying the resources required and potential funders, including the submission of
bids to relevant charitable bodies, trusts and private and public sector supporters.
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Background
Since early 2014, interested parties 1 (the Education Strategy Group, chaired by Steffan Griffiths)
have been working together to develop a more collaborative approach across Norfolk and
Suffolk 2 to delivering learning opportunities for young people about, in and through food,
farming and the countryside. This collaborative approach was first suggested in a paper 3
produced in early 2014. This puts forward the need for better engagement of the agricultural
industry with schools, students and their families to help improve current awareness and
change perceptions of the agricultural industry and career opportunities therein. Against this
background, it was agreed to conduct an appraisal project to help develop a strategy and to
outline plans for its delivery within the region.

The region’s agriculture
Food production contributes a great deal to Norfolk and Suffolk’s economy and plays a
significant role in the UK’s overall production. According to the Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) the East of England region (Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire,
Essex, Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire) contributed almost a quarter of the total income from
farming for England in 2014 4 .
The food chain is the UK’s largest industry and from field to fork and employs 13.8% of the
workforce. It has sales of over £200billion and contributes just over £100billion to the economy
in added value. Within this farming has sales of £25billion per annum and adds £10billion to the
economy with food processing, marketing and logistics generating a further £37billlion in added
value. The remaining over £50billion of added value is generated in food retailing and catering 5 .
Despite this, the number of people aware of the importance of food, farming and the
countryside is declining. As a result, an understanding by many of the opportunities for excellent
careers in farming is low. In addition, a large number of young people are unaware of the
opportunities that exist within the food supply chain. Further, children are unaware of where
their food comes from and, by extension, there is a lack of understanding of what a healthy diet
and lifestyle is. To allow children to become better equipped for life, understand the links
between diet and health and how food is produced, the industry must do more. This includes
influencing policy and working with those in education to deliver new learning outcomes.
Within the region, much is already being done in support of this, particularly by its agricultural
1

Incl the Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association (RNAA), Suffolk Agricultural Association (SAA), Easton and Otley College,
UEA, Farming and Countryside Education (FACE), Norfolk County Council, Norfolk Federation of YFCs.

2

The geographic scope of this report has focussed on the county of Norfolk, although in the course of the work we have
looked much further.

3
4
5

David Lawrence (then Principal of Easton and Otley College) and Greg Smith (CEO RNAA)
DEFRA: Agriculture in the English Regions 2014‐ 1st Estimate 17th June 2015.
DEFRA (2015), Agriculture in the UK 2014
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associations (the RNAA and SAA), farmers, teachers and many others. However, it has been
recognised that more action is needed and that this needs to be led by the agricultural industry.

The policy context
After launching the School Food Plan 6 in 2013, the Department for Education (DfE) introduced
cooking and nutrition into the new Design Technology Curriculum, in so doing noting the intent
that children aged 5‐14 must know where their food comes from. The School Food Plan created
16 specific actions that schools must follow to increase the quality of school food and develop a
‘whole‐school food culture’ to excite children about growing food and cooking it. Every school in
the country now provides healthier meals and snacks throughout the school day; further, every
learner in KS1 now has access to free school meals to ensure they are eating a balanced and
healthy meal each day.
In 2013, DEFRA published the Future of Farming Review Report, which called for farming to
feature in the national curriculum. There has been not yet been any evidence of this happening.
‘We firmly believe that the farming industry itself needs to take more responsibility for
the education and skills development of the next generation… a number of people have
recognised the need for greater co‐ordination and targeting of the work with schools to
ensure maximum benefit. We endorse this.’
David Fursdon. Future of Farming Review
Beyond this the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) continues to promote the
uptake of jobs and apprenticeships in the high skilled Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) industries and agritech and agriscience are specifically identified as priority
sectors for growth in the UK Industrial Strategy and Smart Specialisation Strategy 7 . Government
is also currently developing a 25 Year Plan for Food and Farming, due to be published in 2016,
with the explicit aim that the UK should grow more, process more and export more food.
As well as government commitment to the sector, major companies such as Sainsbury’s are
investing in new apprenticeship schemes designed for agriculture and horticulture supply chains
to connect young people with Sainsbury’s farmers and growers.

National organisations
A number of national organisations within the agricultural industry, such as Farming and
Countryside Education (FACE) 8 and the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board
(AHDB), are already working to create deliverable aims to improve food, farming and
countryside education around the United Kingdom. In addition, many regional organisations
6
7

www.schoolfoodplan.com
BIS (2015), Smart Specialisation in England: submission to the European Commission

8

Supported by the National Farmers’ Union and with over 80 industry partners see http://www.face‐online.org.uk/about‐
face/
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such as Agricultural Associations / Show Societies and Land‐Based FE Colleges are also directly
engaged delivering activity, often originated by others, at the point of impact. In the course of
this project, we have seen many examples of regional organisations enabling, and in some
cases, expanding the impact of initiatives and ideas generated nationally.
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The Structure of the Project
Against the background described above, this report outlines the findings and conclusions of a
project carried out between September and December 2015, which aims to devise a strategy for
food, farming and countryside education in Norfolk and Suffolk and make recommendations for
its delivery.

Responding to this task
In responding to this task, the following hypothesis has been set:
A greater impact can be achieved with a more cohesive approach, where all involved at a
regional level operate together with a joint purpose of inspiring a generation to eat healthily,
understand food provenance and recognise the financial opportunities that jobs in agriculture
bring. All helping to change the image of agriculture and the countryside.

Objectives/ key questions
To address this hypothesis the following questions have been set, which, in turn, form the
structure of the report that follows:
1. What food, farming and countryside education is already being delivered in Norfolk and
Suffolk and what need is there for development?
2. How do schools engage with food, farming and countryside education?
3. How can the impact of food, farming and countryside education be enhanced in Norfolk and
Suffolk?
4. How can food, farming and countryside education be linked more effectively to schools?
5. What are some of the best examples of effective activity operating in the UK and around the
world?

Project outline
September 2015
The first few weeks were spent developing a clear background understanding of the activity
occurring regionally, nationally and abroad. Secondary research was conducted to consider
reports covering education and the food supply chain along with education strategies of a range
of comparator organisations. Research was completed to find out what schools were already
doing and which were particularly active in this area. A number of national and local
organisations and some Norfolk farms were consulted to understand how they are involved.
September‐November 2015
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This time was spent making contact with organisations, farmers and schools that had been
identified in the first stage. Any teachers contacted were also given a questionnaire to gauge
their feelings towards the topic, what they felt the barriers were for schools and how they could
be better supported. From many of these conversations a variety of other recommended
contacts were made, enabling wider engagement within the region and beyond. By November,
a large number of organisations and individuals had become aware of the project and were
making contact to discuss their opinions and offer direct support.
November 2015
While meetings were ongoing, time was spent collating together all of the research collected
and conversations held in order to make better sense of the picture for the region. A brief
presentation was made to the RNAA Council meeting in November 2015 highlighting the initial
findings of the project.
December 2015
The first draft of the report was produced.
January‐ February 2016
The report was reviewed. Key conclusions and recommendations developed and agreed.

Events attended throughout the project included:


FACE AGM



AHDB Round Table Event



LEAF Annual Conference



AFCP Annual Forum



Felix Thornley Cobbold Trust conference ‘Making a
Difference’



Education Hub launch at Jimmy’s Farm in partnership with
EDGE Careers



Agri‐Tech event – John Innes Centre
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The Current Environment
What food, farming and countryside education is already being delivered in
Norfolk and Suffolk and what need is there for development?
Within Norfolk, there are over 150 activities, ranging from farm visits, horticulture within
schools, providing local food for school catering, and events. Figure 1 shows just some of the
organisations, schools and farms who are active, along with events that currently take place.

Figure 1. Word Cloud to illustrate the range of activity in Norfolk
and Suffolk.

The matrix diagram in Appendix A shows the spread of activity across the key stages and level of
learning. There is a clear focus on key stage 1 and 2 by the majority of organisations, with some
of these opting to provide resources for older audiences as well. Activity highlights for primary
schools in Norfolk include farm walks and trailer tours, seeing animals and crops, collecting eggs
and habitat identification and growing foods such as potatoes for primary schools.
Specific activities for key stages 3 and 4 are minimal although there is some higher‐level activity
for those 18+ that is more specific. Secondary school activities include career and information
days and talks.
Some of the activities are locally based for example Church Farm Rare Breeds and RNAA’s Spring
Fling whereas others are national operations that are distributed to regions around the country
such as The Country Trust and Countryside Classroom. For a full list of the organisations, farms
and schools and a description of the activity they undertake see Appendix B‐D.
Activity in Norfolk occurs throughout the county. Much of this is concentrated around the
Norwich area. This is demonstrated clearly in the 2014 mapping exercise completed by Easton
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and Otley College. 9 This could be due to the large numbers of schools in this area along with the
recognition of more urban schools that children are increasingly disconnected from their food
and its production and are consequently detached from the concept of healthy living.
Many organisations and farms are providing the same types of trips while targeting the same
age groups leading to duplication of resources. Schools find that they are often approached by
several organisations around the same topic because of poor communication. One school in
particular had the NFU one week followed by Norfolk Young Farmers Clubs the next. Through
greater support and coordination, this repetition could be minimalised allowing resources and
trips to become consistent across the region ensuring better communication within the industry
and leading to an overall greater impact for schools.
There are a number of small‐scale disparate activities 10 who are all doing good work but while
operating individually their impact is much smaller. With better coordination and
communication, a greater effect can be made with a wider reach. For example, the
collaboration between EDGE Careers and Jimmy’s Farm to create an Education Hub has allowed
for a larger age range of children to be targeted.
Support is also needed in some areas. For example, part of Natural England’s Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme gives farms the opportunity to become Educational Access Sites to allow
children to understand and experience the links between farming, conservation and food
production. 11 While this increases the opportunity for schools to access farms, many are not
offering a consistent level of education for schools to engage with.
Poor quality provision runs the risk that schools who go on a low quality visit can come away
even more detached than prior to visiting. This can occur particularly if farmers are unsure of
how to communicate effectively with the public. It can then take a long time to rebuild the
teachers’ interest and trust in the value of getting children on to the farm. One teacher felt that
their past visit to a farm was so poorly planned that she feared for the safety of her pupils and
saw no educational benefit from the day.
“Concerns about health and safety came top (with 74 per cent) of a poll of teachers asked to
identify the barriers to taking children outdoors.”
Countryside Alliance, 2011
The Norfolk Education Industry and Commerce Group (NEICG) Food and Farming Challenge
appeals to many schools as it is a project that offers students the chance to build on a range of
skills while reconnecting with their food. Unfortunately, schools who have little experience or
9

2014, Food, Farming and Countryside Schools Group, A mapping exercise to detail the locations of schools age activities
that are currently occurring throughout Norfolk and Suffolk by the members of the group, Easton and Otley College.

10
11

Martin Collison, Collison & Associates
http://cwr.naturalengland.org.uk/educational‐access.aspx
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knowledge of food and farming become overwhelmed, and with little support, give up the
project. Initial entries for the 2015 Royal Norfolk Show (RNS) were at 23 but by the time of the
show, only seven schools displayed their work. This illustrates the importance of a central
coordinating body that can help to provide support, a trusted network of activity and
educational resources.

Primary
Secondary
Both

Figure 2. Pie Chart to show targeted provision of activity in Norfolk

Figure 2 highlights the targeted age groups of the activities listed in Appendix B‐D. Most activity
is focused on primary school groups. Some are offering provisions for both but with a greater
emphasis on primary. For example, Nortons Dairy near Norwich provides trips for primary age
schoolchildren but can also cater for GCSE Design students if needed, as demonstrated in
Appendix A. Such a focus is often led by the flexibility of primary schools to engage more freely
with such content and the availability of funding for such projects in primary schools. This was
highlighted by Carol Lennox, a teacher from Sheringham High School, who said, “It is hard for
secondary schools to access funding for such projects.” Figure 3 demonstrates the greater
engagement of primary schools in food, farming and countryside activities. (See Appendix H for
Norfolk Schools break down.)
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Figure 3. Graph to show spread of schools engagement with food, farming and countryside education.

At present, this level of primary activity is positive and should not be discouraged but the lack of
secondary activity should be of concern. Without continuity through the school stages, any good
work being done at primary level has been lost by the time the pupil reaches key stage 4. At this
point, schools can encourage students towards a more academic path and careers advisors are
often ill equipped to give students advice for careers within the food supply chain. In a recent
survey by Childwise 12 , which looked into the views of students and teachers on careers in
agriculture and its associated industries, it was found that school careers advisors knew little of
career opportunities in this area. Furthermore, “when asked to describe a career in agriculture…
responses reflected traditional stereotypes… of hard work and dedication, low pay and low
status.” 13 Such opinions are commonly reinforced by students who look to teachers for advice.
Many students have a low awareness of careers in the sector or, at best, consider it as an
unattractive career option with scores of 3.2 and 3.3 out of 7, respectively. 14

How do schools engage with food, farming and countryside education?
The success of food, farming and countryside education within schools is highly dependent on
the creativity and confidence of the teacher in the subject. In schools where there is interest in
food and farming, there is a high level of engagement with appropriate activities and events.
12

Careers in Agriculture, Benchmarking the views of students and teachers on careers in agriculture and its associated
industries, Childwise 2011, Prepared for Farming and Countryside Education and Business in the Community, ‘Careers in
Agriculture’ Campaign.

13

Careers in Agriculture, Benchmarking the views of students and teachers on careers in agriculture and its associated
industries, Childwise, 2011, Prepared for Farming and Countryside Education and Business in the Community, ‘Careers in
Agriculture’ Campaign.

14

Attitude and Perceptions of Careers in the Agriculture and Food Sectors, National Centre for Universities and Business,
2015
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A large number of schools are engaged with food, farming and countryside education through
national projects such as The Food for Life Partnership and The Food Discovery Project (The
Country Trust). These projects are an effective way of getting the whole school involved while
receiving a high level of support with clear learning outcomes that neatly tie in with Ofsted
requirements. In Norfolk, 16 schools are part of ‘The Food for Life Partnership’ and 12 are part
of ‘The Food Discovery Project’. (See Appendix E).
The RHS also runs a national school gardening project, which focuses on vegetables as well as
ornamental plants and has been very successful 15 . Kew Gardens is also very active in similar
work from its main site (www.Kew.org/visit‐kew‐gardens/schools). Interestingly at Kew they
have dedicated programmes for every age group from KS1 to KS5 and beyond, with provision
clearly linked so that pupils can return throughout their schooling to progress to the next level.
These projects can also help to encourage schools to begin projects of their own. Some schools
have also chosen to engage on a much greater scale. Mile Cross Primary School’s (see case study
below) head teacher is focused on developing health awareness amongst pupils and their
parents and has recognised the fundamental need for children to learn more about food,
farming and the countryside. Peterhouse Primary School, Great Yarmouth has begun their own
project to develop a kitchen garden and small farm to help raise greater awareness of growing
and healthy eating.

Case Study: Mile Cross Primary School
Profile:
Location: Norwich
Number on Roll: 459
Ofsted: Good (2014)
Activity: Food Discovery Project, Countryside Classroom, Royal Norfolk Show and Spring Fling.
Description:
Mile Cross actively works to teach pupils and their parents about food and healthy eating. In
order to do this they have engaged with large amounts of offer.
After a successful year with the Food Discovery Project, the school now pay for a full programme
for their key stage 2 pupils. The school also attends the Royal Norfolk Show and Spring Fling
annually.
For the launch of Countryside Classroom, the school played host to a variety of local producers
and chefs who put on a wide range of workshops for the pupils.

15

RHS (2016), RHS Campaign for School Gardening https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/home
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Larger projects are frequently aimed at schools with a higher level of disadvantaged children for
example The Food Discovery Project. This offers a free year for schools that have a high level of
pupil premium funding whereas others have to be paid for. Some schools are unable to pay for
the benefit of these or for supporting resources if they decide to set up their own project.
Teachers felt they were unaware of the availability of funding to help them pay for a variety of
equipment and resources. Annette Cooper from Rollesby Primary School, Winner of the Best
School Food Project award at the EDP Food and Drink Awards 2015, was unable to access
funding to start the school’s project, as she was unaware of where to go.
Teachers are often more aware of the activity that national organisations offer due to their well‐
known reputation, for example the Tesco Eat Happy Project, for children age 4‐11. Using an
organisation that pupils and parents recognise, leads to a greater level of trust being
incorporated by all. In the academic year 2014‐2015 The Tesco Farm to Fork trails (part of The
Eat Happy Project) were the most popular school visit with 20% of total visits based on the topic
of farming. Speaking to teachers about this, many identified it as a trip that is made easy for
them with support before, during and after the visit. They are provided free risk assessments,
resources, and health and safety documents. Funding can also be offered towards the cost of
transport for some schools. (For a full breakdown on farm topic visits 2014/2015, see Appendix
I.)
For this reason, many teachers choose to go with nationally renowned organisations. Norfolk
County Council encourages schools to take children to places that have been accredited with a
Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC) Badge. This provides organisations with a national
award that combines learning and safety into one easily recognisable and trusted accreditation
scheme for all types of learning outside the classroom. 16 This helps schools to know that where
they are going is a trusted site or organisation. As previously shown with Tesco’s Eat Happy
Project, it once again creates confidence for the teacher and trust for the parents. Providing
smaller, local organisations and farms with such a badge would offer reassurance and therefore
a greater uptake in the number of visits to more locally based sites.
Within the secondary school environment, engagement with food and farming education is
frequently limited to those studying food technology GCSE or vocational studies such as
horticulture. Sheringham High School has created a community garden called ‘The Patch’.
Horticulture is taught here and produce is used in food technology lessons. Having such a
resource is a strength, but it is important that it is used effectively. Outside space should not just
be for vocational studies but links made to science and geography should also be incorporated
to help bring food, farming and the countryside alive for all secondary school students. One
teacher highlighted this frustration as she felt that engagement with food growing for older
students was aimed at less academic pupils and called for a rise in the status of food and
farming education within secondary schools.
16

http://www.lotc.org.uk/lotc‐accreditations/lotc‐quality‐badge/
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In 2015, a pilot Agri‐Tech Taster course was held at the John Innes Centre and Easton College
over two days. The course was aimed at sixth form students with a particular interest in science
and the environment. Students were introduced to more the technological side of agriculture
including high tech machinery, genetically modified (GM) crops and crop management along
with an simulated grain trading game. After a successful pilot, the course will be held again in
2016 with further developments. Events such as these should be readily supported and
encouraged in order to help further raise the status of agricultural jobs and careers in schools.

How can the impact of food, farming and countryside education be enhanced in
Norfolk and Suffolk?
Teachers
It is clear there is an interest in developing new approaches for schools in food, farming and
countryside education. All 15 teachers spoken to actively promoted the need for children, of all
ages, to learn more about food, farming and the countryside. One teacher said that children
must know more about food provenance stating that it was a fundamental part of their lives. 17
“Children must know about food provenance as it is a fundamental part of their lives.”
Deputy Head Teach, Norwich Primary School
Despite this, such a large amount of uncoordinated activity is causing confusion for teachers. It
can appear for many that different places are offering the same thing and teachers are unsure
of what to look for. They often find they do not have the time to spend hours on the internet,
picking out resources and possible events or trips they can take their pupils on. They feel that
having all resources and co‐ordinated trips located together in one place will enable them to
make more of the facilities already out there. One teacher suggested; “something that makes
teachers’ lives easier, such as off‐the‐shelf resources that fit into the curriculum and are
engaging and dynamic for the children.” 18
Teachers felt that the main barrier to engaging more with food, farming and the countryside
was a lack of support locally, as well as having insufficient time to implement such an activity
into their school. An additional factor was their lack of confidence in trying out something that is
unknown to many of them. All teachers recognised the importance of teaching children more
about where the food comes from and continually highlighted the need for clearly linked, easy
to use resources. One teacher felt that the best way to encourage and engage with teachers in
Norfolk is to produce a scheme of work specifically for Norfolk that is created and supported at
ground level generating links with local produce. 19
For many schools barriers faced include persuading teachers to take children out of the
17
18
19

Deputy Head Teacher, Norwich Primary School
Secondary Geography Teacher, Norwich School
Head teacher of a primary school with strong links between local producers and connecting pupils with their food
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classroom. With the large amounts of paperwork and risk assessments associated with taking
trips, teachers can easily be discouraged. However, Ofsted actively supports learning outside the
classroom. The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom states that trips should not be
undertaken “as an extra or ‘add‐on’ that is shelved when the call from Ofsted comes. If you
believe in what you’re doing, demonstrate that to the inspectors.” 20
“The clear message from Ofsted is that inspectors want schools to should about their LOtC
activities.”
Council for Learning Outside the Classroom
While teachers are hesitant, there is certainly recognition by the majority in the county that
more needs to be done to improve food, farming and countryside education. This demand will
continue to increase but ease of delivery, greater support and more relevant content is
necessary, as teachers have limited amounts of time, increasing pressures and safety concerns

Farmers and the Agricultural Industry
Farmers in Norfolk, operating farms on a range of scales, all feel passionately about the need for
a more coherent approach to help teach young people about food, farming and the countryside.
At present, many prejudices and preconceptions continue to reinforce the negative and less
academic view of a career in agriculture. 21
“Agriculture and the whole food supply chain have moved on and there is a need for teachers to
recognise the intelligence in the industry today.”
Tim Papworth, LF Papworth Ltd.
Many farmers recognise the need but felt that they are not always in the best position to teach
young people.
“We need to employ people who understand education to meet schools’ needs.”
Tony Bambridge, B&C Farming Ltd
David Jones of Morley Farms has worked to develop sessions for schools based around arable
crops. Recognising that many other farmers struggle to deliver content effectively for schools,
David became involved with Farming is Magic, a visual resource to help improve farmers’
communication skills. The interactive and engaging resources can be tailored to suit different
age groups and they have already proved a huge success. The videos help farmers to see how
best to communicate to children of different ages and give them ideas of how to present
different elements of farming life. Making more of such a resource to provide training for
farmers would help them to meet the needs of teachers more effectively.
20
21

http://www.lotc.org.uk/why/ofsteds‐view‐of‐lotc/
David Henley, Principal of Easton and Otley College.
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The current target age group appears to be primary. This is mainly because the educational
provisions required are of a lower level and are a much easier task. However, many farmers who
were spoken to felt they were better positioned to talk with secondary schools and would
actively encourage these age groups on to their farms if they were better prepared. Jake
Fiennes of Raveningham Estate felt that farmers want to be more technical and secondary
school pupils are at a better age to fully understand the technical aspects of food production,
for example the process of developing wheat into bread.
Overall, farmers felt that a lot of the activity being offered was very similar, targeted at the
same age group and not always meeting teachers’ needs. All felt there was strength in creating
a more cohesive and central organisation to help oversee the activity and ensure it is having the
desired impact.

How can food, farming and countryside education be linked more effectively to
schools?
Engagement of schools is vital if food, farming the countryside education is to have an impact
but the industry must recognise the need to communicate better and consider the needs of
teachers more. As stated previously, many teachers feel that at present they do not have the
time or need to engage with the topic, as they cannot see how it will fit into their curriculum or
because “their time is taken up by so many other subjects.” 22
Despite this, teachers are open to being supported and would like to learn how they can bring
food and farming into their everyday teaching with the use of resources and connections with
farmers and agricultural organisations. One teacher voiced the frustration of “it becoming
increasingly difficult to find farms that are welcome to school visits.” 23
Teachers have continually highlighted the importance of anything that is produced being firmly
linked with educational outcomes. Many larger organisations including FACE have worked to
identify where the topic can be incorporated into the National Curriculum, including secondary.
The NFU and FACE have worked to update the Why Farming Matters resources for Primary and
KS3. See Appendix J for a curriculum links diagram. The compulsory element of the new Design
and Technology curriculum is also a key entry point to engage with children from KS1‐KS3 about
food and farming (See Appendix K).
Beyond KS3, links to the curriculum are harder to identify, as subjects become exam based. The
new Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE 24 for September 2016 encourages a greater
understanding of food provenance and allows space for greater exploration and engagement
within the topic. Clear links can be identified in geography and science and case studies can be
22
23

Secondary Teacher, Norfolk Secondary School
Teacher, South Norfolk Primary School

24

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food‐preparation‐and‐nutrition/gcse/food‐preparation‐and‐nutrition‐
8585/introduction
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produced for these subjects for example sustainable land management, or renewable energies.
Finally, encouraging engagement in career choices and through Personal, Social and Health
Education (PSHE) allows for food, farming and the countryside to become embedded within
school life for secondary students as well.
A greater understanding of the high tech side of food production and farming is a clear focus
point for secondary education and would have direct links to key government programmes such
as the UK Strategy for Agricultural Technology. It is important for teachers to develop their
understanding of this in order to best inform and support their students.

What are some of the best examples of effective activity operating in the UK
and around the world?
UK
Around the UK are a host of organisations and farms, of varying scales, engaging with food,
farming and countryside education.
Mount Pleasant School Farm, located outside Birmingham, offers city schools an insight into
food, farming and the countryside. The facility is funded by the Worgan Trust, set up by Paul
Cadbury in 1967. 25 Based on a working dairy farm, a £500,000 purpose built eco classroom acts
as a centre for schools, with a large multifunctional space, toilets, kitchen and a muddy boot
room. The facility offers teachers the opportunity to forge a link between agriculture and their
everyday teaching. Activities are all curriculum linked with clear identification of which subject
or topic they support, this helps teachers and parents recognise the benefit of such a trip and
resource. Nina Hatch, an experienced teacher with a passion for agriculture, runs the facility.
Such a resource does not yet exist in Norfolk but there are many benefits to having a purpose
built classroom on a working farm. Providing a facility like this with a qualified teacher will help
to develop teachers’ trust in such activities and help them to recognise the true benefit of
getting their pupils out of the classroom. Such a resource could also be used to provide training
for farmers and teachers and help to connect education and agriculture.
Jimmy’s Farm, Suffolk and Adam Henson’s Cotswold Farm Park, Gloucestershire are both visitor
centres where the public are able to learn more about farming and engage with farm animals.
Both farm parks are focused around rare breed animals, with petting and feeding, educational
walking trails and children’s play areas. They both have different events throughout the year
and offer educational programmes for schools. Around the park are many informative and well‐
presented information boards covering a wide range of food, farming and countryside topics.
The education programmes are detailed and well resourced with clear links to the National
Curriculum. Jimmy’s Farm is able to cater for all school ages in a designated education centre
whereas the Cotswold Farm Park is more suited to primary school age children.
25

http://www.mountpleasantschoolfarm.com/the‐worgan‐trust/
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Sheepdrove Organic Farm in Berkshire is a 2,500 acre commercial farm, which has made
education a key part of its work with a full range of school visits, a dedicated classroom on site
and staff who are experienced in providing a wide range of educational visits. Its website states
that: ‘As a large mixed organic farm we can incorporate many aspects of the farm into the
curriculum, whether that’s science, geography, science, sustainability, conservation, or just
learning where food comes from. We can tailor any visit to your teaching aims.’
While a resource such as this provides schools with a trusted facility where they are able to find
out more about food, farming and the countryside, it is also important that children understand
how a real farm operates and are given the true picture. David Henley calls for a more business‐
like approach where we teach all children about the whole food chain to combat current
preconceptions and prejudices. 26 Facilities such as these are built around a celebrity status and
it is important to consider their commercial objectives as well.
“In order to combat current preconceptions and prejudices we must have a more business‐like
approach where we teach children about the whole food chain.”
David Henley, Principal, Easton and Otley College
In Agricultural Associations across the country, there is a lot of activity from educational areas at
annual shows, to specific educational days for schools and families such as the East of England
Agricultural Society, Food and Farming Day. A short summary of this activity is provided in
Appendix F. The majority of this work is self‐generated by the organisations and delivered with
the best intentions for future generations. However, a lot of this work would benefit a great
deal from a central framework of activity that could be referred to when organising events and
creating resources for teachers.
The Royal Highland Educational Trust (RHET) is the educational charity of the Royal Highland
and Agricultural Society of Scotland, formed over 10 years ago with the aim to ‘provide the
opportunity for every child in Scotland to learn about food, farming and the countryside, and
to create a wider understanding of the environmental, economic and social realities of rural
Scotland.’ 27 By working cohesively with farmers, the industry and teachers, RHET has
successfully achieved this. They work to support teachers and the industry by:


Arranging farm visits for schools



Arranging classroom talks by farmers



Providing educational resources free of charge



Organising outdoor education events across the country



Creating competitions and projects for schools to engage with

26
27

David Henley, Principal, Easton and Otley College
http://www.rhet.org.uk/AboutUs
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Training farmers and teachers in the delivery of information relating to food and farming



Organising the education programme for visiting schools at the Royal Highland Show each
year.

Such an approach allows for the industry, farmers and teachers to get involved in the process
and to feel included. It also ensures that the same, uniform messages are being given across the
country, by a variety of well‐trained and well‐informed people.
The final UK example is not focused on food, farming or countryside education. However, it is
to be noted for its excellent provision for schools and teachers both at the centre and within the
classroom.

Case Study: The Eden Project, Cornwall
The Eden Project is an educational charity, which was opened in 2001. The
charity looks to explore how people can work together with nature towards a
more sustainable future and to raise awareness of the natural environment.
 ‘The Core’ is a purpose built £16 million educational facility with four
large and bright classrooms and space for schools.
 Provision for schools includes workshops for all ages, teacher training
and a host of free online resources for teachers to use.
 The project attracts 50,000 children per year from 900 schools and can
cater for all age groups.
 The workshops are curriculum focused and can be tailored to a whole
range of subject areas with 16 primary workshops and 15 secondary
that last for 2 hours each.
 Workshop topics range from plants and food to Ancient Greece.
 Residential trips are now being provided in partnership with the onsite
YHA.
The Eden Project has a large amount of backing and is able to cater for a number of schools. The
education team is made up of 10 people, all from an educational background. The resources and
content are created by the education team and they focus on a story‐telling basis for learning.
Their teacher‐training programme is well attended and enables teachers to become outstanding
practitioners of outdoor learning. In common with food, farming and countryside education,
the majority of their school visitors are from primary schools and it is increasingly difficult to
attract secondary schools. They hope to be able to improve this with the introduction of the
new science GCSE by showing teachers the direct impacts they are able to have on results and
by providing specialist learning programmes which are more targeted. Speaking with larger
organisations such as the Eden Project has helped to provide a better understanding of the
resources and facilities highly valued by teachers and to also consider ways to overcome the
difficulties with secondary education.
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In London, both the Natural History Museum 28 and the Science Museum 29 run successful
educational programmes for schools. The Natural History Museum programme works from pre
school age right through to beyond KS5 to ensure that it can continue to engage into students
further and higher education careers. The Science Museum also delivers packs of information
and visits schools as well running a successful programme on site in London. The Science
Museum is keen to reinvigorate its agricultural education work and its director gave an
undertaking to the All Party Parliamentary Group on Science and Technology in Agriculture in
2015 that this would include ensuring that the exhibits promoted cutting edge agricultural
science.

Worldwide
In some English speaking countries, agriculture has a much higher status amongst the public
than in the UK and this can be seen in the level of engagement the industry has with children of
all ages. This ranges from raising awareness at a young age to helping improve career options
for older children. While they work to develop primary school age children’s understanding,
they also do a large amount of work with secondary school age children to help them make
informed decisions about their next steps. Looking at examples in Australia, New Zealand and
Canada will help towards understanding what approaches can be the most effective.
In New Zealand food, farming and countryside is also a key focus for the Government. They have
implemented a national agricultural organisation, New Zealand Young Farmers. Underneath the
umbrella of the organisation are a variety of smaller organisations that create events, resources,
clubs and careers advice. They provide resources for schools that are linked to the curriculum,
careers advice for teachers and students, help to set up young farmers’ clubs within schools that
are free of charge and organise a variety of events and competitions throughout the year. There
is a focus on provision for older children who are thinking about their career options. 30
Ontario Agri‐Food Education Inc. is an organisation that looks to collaborate with partners to
help deliver an education programme for Ontario’s teachers. The aim to do this by ‘providing
high quality, objective and curriculum‐linked agriculture and food related learning materials and
a professional consultative service to Ontario teachers.’ 31

28
29
30
31

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/schools.html
http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/educators
http://www.youngfarmers.co.nz
http://www.oafe.org/Default.aspx?tabid=252

35

The OAFE Strategic Planning Map provides a clear view of the organisation’s priorities and
desired outcomes. By bringing together partners, the impact the OAFE is able to have is much
greater and more effective with a larger reach.
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The Royal Agricultural Society of New South Wales in Australia has developed a comprehensive
education programme for children of all ages. Younger children are given the opportunity to
learn about where food comes from and older children are made aware of the range of career
options in the industry. More information about the RASNSW education programme is provided
below. 32

Case Study: Royal Agriculture Society of New South Wales‐ RAS Education
Programme
The RAS Education Program has been designed by teachers and educational professionals to
ensure maximum learning ‐ and fun! The program features an extensive range of creative
and engaging syllabus‐based education resources – from where food comes from and
farming seasons, to career opportunities and the importance of genetics in agriculture and
horticulture.
The Society has a number of initiatives for young people of all ages. These include:
 Ag vision‐ a one‐day agricultural careers expo designed to inform students and
teachers about the broad range of careers available in agriculture, science and agri‐
business. Students from Years 9‐11 have the opportunity to learn from industry
experts and are able to select five workshops from a choice of 50 hands‐on sessions.
 Primary Farm Days‐ Excursions for primary pupils and teachers to find out where
their food comes from, and meet animals and discover crops. All linked to teaching
syllabuses with resources for before, during and after excursions.
 TAFE Career Readiness Programme – opportunity for students to find out more
about their interested career path. Offered in equine, horticulture, agriculture and
animal care. A one‐week, intensive, hands on programme to allow students to assess
their own suitability for a career in their chosen industry.
 Resources‐ Primary and Secondary‐ Online and curriculum linked, all connected to
the annual show with resources for before, during and after the show.
 Show sessions‐ bookable syllabus linked sessions at the show.
 Competitions ‐syllabus linked
 Teacher Professional Development‐ Evenings for teachers to explore cross‐
curricular programmes and a range of resources as well as an opportunity to
network with industry and service providers and share experiences with other
teachers. Wine and cheese tasting is provided alongside.
RASNW has also recently built ‘The Stables’, their new education hub which acts as a
space for education and professional development.

32

http://www.rasnsw.com.au/education.htm
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Appendix B
A list of local organisations who provide food, farming and countryside education and
a description of their activity.
Organisation

Activity

Description

Age range
targeted

Anglian Water

Growing for
the Future

Promoting sustainable gardening to encourage children to grow more of their own food and become
more aware about water consumption and how to reduce it.

Primary

Ben Burgess

BB talk to children and the public about the work they do and the machinery they have and how they
support the agricultural industry at various shows and events. They are open to hosting schools visits but
want to focus on secondary schools

All

Bernard
Matthews

BM works to develop links with young people through local schools, country shows and the annual
Bernard Matthews Youth Awards. Links with Reepham High School have seen an update to the Food
Technology Building and delivering activities to help educated children including catering challenges and
teaching butchery skills and work experience weeks. At country shows BM offer children the chance to
see turkey eggs hatching, see day old turkey poults and fully grown turkeys as well as the food they eat,
helping children to follow the turkey's journey from farm to fork.

All

Breckland
Master
Gardeners
Centre for
Contemporary
Agriculture
CLAAS

Community
Projects

Food for Life
Partnership
Higher
Education
Programmes

To tie in with the work the Food for Life Partnership is doing, Breckland Master Gardeners have been
receiving training on how to support local with their growing projects. Links have been made my
members with local schools to provide support.
CCA aim to develop nationally recognised, locally valued, professionally relevant specialist higher
education, knowledge transfer and research. This is to help attract and retain a gifted workforce that has
received the best education and skill training possible.
CLAAS talk to children and the public about the work they do and the machinery they have and how they
support the agricultural industry at various shows and events.

Primary

16+
All

Catering‐
Food for Life
Partnership

Catering for schools where at least 75% of the food offered is prepared on the premises from scratch.
All the meat served is Red Tractor assured, or equivalent.
The fruit and vegetables served are seasonal and locally grown, wherever possible.
Food is free from GM ingredients, trans fats and undesirable additives.
A minimum of 5% of all the ingredients is spent on organic produce

Primary

Easton+ Otley
College

Vocational
and Applied
Learning

Course available to students in KS4 including; agriculture, animal care, care of the countryside,
construction, engineering, land based operations, horse care, horticulture and public services.

KS4

Easton+ Otley
College

School Group
Day Visits

East Anglian
Taste for
Schools (EATS)

EDGE Careers

Full and half‐day visits based on the theme of 'Fascinating Farms', with guided walks around the college
farm, looking at both livestock and arable. Hands on sessions including; butter making, grinding wheat,
crushing rape seed, and wet felting.
Scheme to educate, develop, grow and employ young people in the food and farming industries by
supporting new entrants in apprenticeships, full and part time study and full time employment in a wide
range of sectors.

EYFS‐KS2

16+

Edwards and
Blake

Catering‐
Food for Life
Partnership

Catering for schools where at least 75% of the food offered is prepared on the premises from scratch.
All the meat served is Red Tractor assured, or equivalent.
The fruit and vegetables served are seasonal and locally grown, wherever possible.
Food is free

Primary and
Secondary

Green Shoots
Productions
(and TMAF and
FCT)

Farming is
Magic

Selection of films to help farmers learn how to better communicate with the public and have more
impact both on the farm and within schools etc.

All

Farm and
Museum

A Museum based around a 50 acre working farm with rare breeds. Demonstrating past farming methods.
It provided an active and fun learning programme for all ages. The hands on sessions engage and inspire
school groups.

Primary

Skilled for the
Future

Programme for apprentices and trainees to develop their skills in heritage and traditional skills. Helping
people to get into long term paid work.

16+

An information day for 6th formers to find out more about agriculture and its links to the rest of the
world. Students are able to engage with different organisations and farmers in a series of stations around
the farm.

KS4+KS5

Gressenhall
Farm and
Workhouse

Holt Farmers
6th Form
Club and NEICG Student Day

Jimmy's Farm

Year 10
Science Camp
John Innes
Centre

Farm visits for children of all ages. Tailored to specific needs and curriculum links. Activities include:
Sausage making, farmyard trail, gardens tour, wood exploration, minibeast study, woodland ecosystem,
fire lighting, farm as business and butchery demonstration

All

Hosted by JIC and partner institutes (The Sainsbury Laboratory, the Institute of Food Research and The
Genome Analysis Centre), Science Camp offers a mix of practical and academic activities in addition to
two days of work placements in laboratories across a week at the end of the summer term.

KS4 (Year 10)

Inside Science is an annual 3‐day workshop which takes place in the Autumn term, for outstanding Year
Inside Science
11, 12 and 13 science students. Across the three days pupils carry out experiments and hear about
developments across a wide range of disciplines.
Each year in May, JIC takes part in annual Plant Day by hosting interactive activities for school children. In
Fascination of
previous years, speakers including Blue Peter gardener Chris Collins have spoken about plant life across
Plants Day
the world, as well as genetics and genetic modification

John Innes
Centre, Institute
of Food
Research,
Norfolk Farmers
Trust, Brian
Farming in
Morris
Resources to help teachers provide interesting and stimulating lessons, include worksheets and videos.
North Norfolk
Productions,
Easton +Otley
College, Norfolk
Coast
Partnership
NNBF, FACE
Food and
Education and business activity involving teams of young people solving problems and undertaking tasks
Farming
connected with food, farming and the countryside.
Challenge
NEICG
Countryside, Food and Farming Classroom support resources, which include a selection of resources,
Norfolk Farm
books, packs, games, videos, samples and models. These can be hired out on a weekly basis with
Education Link
collection from E+O college. Incubator and Brooder sets are also available to loan for a half‐term.

KS4+KS5

All

KS2

Primary and
Secondary
EYFS‐KS2

Aim to help and sustain and grow Norfolk and Suffolk's leading position in food production by attracting,
developing and retaining the best talent for the sector at management , technical and operational level,
Food, Drink
developing and enhancing the food, drink and agriculture supply chain, and building competitive
and
New Anglia LEP
advantage for the sector with technical improvements to especially assist the commercial exploration of
agriculture
the NRP. The sector will work with education providers to ensure teaching is responding to employer
sector group
needs; promote careers opportunities for young people to keep the industry vitalised and support out
businesses to help them develop their workforce.
Why Farming
Sets of resources to help teachers engage with children about food, farming and the countryside.
NFU and FACE
Matters
Children are encouraged to carry out research, to discuss issues and begin forming their own opinions
Norfolk Peer
Encourage teachers to enter a school agricultural or horticultural project or support a school cookery
Grow and Cook
project. Aim is to help children learn about fresh food, how it is grown and then cooked.
Awards
Norfolk Young
Young Farmer Clubs (14‐26) and Countrysider Clubs (10‐16). Activities, challenges and training to develop
Farmers Clubs
confidence, skills and character. (Links to Agri‐industry.)
NORSE catering has achieved the Silver Food for Life Award which means:
At least 75% of the food offered is prepared on the premises from scratch.
Catering‐
All the meat served is Red Tractor assured, or equivalent.
NORSE
Food for Life
The fruit and vegetables served are seasonal and locally grown, wherever possible.
Partnership
Food is free from GM ingredients, trans fats and undesirable additives.
A minimum of 5% of all the ingredients is spent on organic produce

Royal Norfolk
Agricultural
Association

Spring Fling

Norfolk Spring Fling is a fun filled, educational day for learning more about food, farming and the
countryside,

RNS

Range of activities around educational themes including; The Discovery Zone and School Trails and Mr
Mawkin's Farm

RNS Careers
Trail

This trail, in conjunction with Norfolk County Council, Easton and Otley College and the Royal Norfolk
Agricultural Association, will aim to educate young people on the nature of careers and progression
routes into the land‐based industry.

Norfolk Skills
and Careers
Festival

Skills and careers event to show to the young of the country the wide variety of industries available and
specific jobs within these. A whole host of businesses will be present giving advice and information.

16+

Primary (and
Secondary)
Primary
Age 10‐26

Primary and
Secondary

EYFS‐KS1

KS2‐KS3

KS3
14+

Norfolk
Scholar

The scholarship programme offers two young people places at farming’s foremost industry event, the
Oxford Farming Conference.

18‐35

Nuffield
Agricultural
Scholarship

RNAA sponsors a scholar each year who will write a report on a topic that will help develop the
agricultural industry.

25‐40

YIELD

SAW Trust

The Country
Trust

Lunchbox
Science

Food
Discovery
Project

The Joy of Food
The Morley
Agricultural
Foundation &
The Felix
Cobbold Trust

John Forrest
Memorial
Award

This trail, in conjunction with Norfolk County Council, Easton and Otley College and the Royal Norfolk
Agricultural Association, will aim to educate young people on the nature of careers and progression
routes into the land‐based industry.
Projects using practical science, creative writing and visual arts to explore links between science and
agriculture. Each project focuses on one ingredient from a typical lunchbox. Schools have a variety of
options to get involved; Teacher‐led project (£120), Teacher and Scientist Project (+50‐£100) and
Scientist, artist & writer project 1 day, 1 class (£550).

20‐45

EYFS‐KS2

Aimed at schools from deprived areas. Works to organise farm visits, residential visits and Food Discovery
projects. Visits are free but schools are asked to pay for transport‐ grants are available to schools if
necessary for help with transport.Project made up of 6 elements: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food
heroes, playground markets and harvest feast. The first year of the project is offered to disadvantaged
schools for free. After that schools are asked to pay for the project c. £3,500 (grants are available from
other sources e.g. local trusts). Projects can be tailored to individual needs e.g. teacher training or
carousel workshops and prices vary.

Primary

An NHS funded project to deliver food skills in the community. The aim of the project is to; increase
knowledge of foods available to eat, demonstrate and teach ways of incorporating them into everyday
meals, increase confidence about budgeting, planning and preparing meals. Provided opportunities to try
new foods. Courses are offered for free.

All

The award supports training in effective communications to eight agriculturists each year. Good
communication skills are integral to a career in the industry. The cost of the course is free and the
training is fully residential over 3 days at NIAB TAG Cambridge. Course is run by Green Shoots
Productions Ltd.

Higher

Appendix C
A list of farms who provide food, farming and countryside education and a
description of their provision.
Farm/Estate
Abbey Farm,
Flitcham
Banham Hall
Barton Fen
Beeches Farm

Activity
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Bowes Farm Ltd.,
Saham Hall, Saham
Toney

Open Farm Sunday

Broom Covert

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Carr Farm

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Catton Park

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Chapman Farm Ltd,
Clarks Farm,
Martham

Open Farm Sunday

Church Farm (A
Seaman)

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Description
Bird watching and farm tour, discussions balance of food production and wildlife
conservation.
Visits to working farm with pond, hedgerow and woodland habitats.
Surveying and identification, dipping in ponds, guided wildlife tour. Teachers
information pack and farm facts leaflet available.
Arable farm, teachers pack to be made available soon. Chance to see the operations
of a working arable farm.
Opportunity for the public to visit and farm and learn about what they do and how
they operate. Farms offer a variety of highlights including: farm tour, meeting
animals, trailer rides, static machinery display, self guided walks, food and farm
shop.
Natural awareness games and activities, den building, tree and flower identification.
Circular walk around woodland.
Crop and machinery demonstrations, farm walk, maize maze between July and
November, pond and wildflowers. Teachers information pack and farm facts leaflet
available.
Butterfly and tree identification, pond dipping, orienteering, bug hunting, changing
seasons, photography. Teachers information pack and farm facts leaflet available.
Opportunity for the public to visit and farm and learn about what they do and how
they operate. Farms offer a variety of highlights including: farm tour, meeting
animals, trailer rides, static machinery display, self guided walks, food and farm
shop.
Bird spotting, tree identification, learning how farming works, learning how food is
produced. Teachers information pack and farm facts leaflet available.

Age range targeted
Not Specified
Not Specified
Not Specified
Not Specified

Not Specified

Not Specified
Not Specified

Not Specified

Not Specified

Not Specified

Church Farm Rare
Breeds

Animal encounters with rare breeds. Education room available for use. Tractor rides

Clinks Care Farm

Mental Health Support

Cornerways
Nursery,
Wissington

Open Farm Sunday

Dunham Lodge
Grange Farm,
Spixworth
Great Barn Farm
(Kerkham)
Hall Farm
Heygates Farms
Hill House Farm

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Norfolk Peer Grow and Cook
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Holkham

Education Programme

Home Farm
(Fakenham)

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Houghton Farm

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Offering opportunities for disadvantaged people to help on a working farm. People
come to the farm for a 3 month placement to work on their recovery and gain
confidence. It helps to prepare people for work or further education.
Opportunity for the public to visit and farm and learn about what they do and how
they operate. Farms offer a variety of highlights including: farm tour, meeting
animals, trailer rides, static machinery display, self guided walks, food and farm
shop.
Bird spotting, tree identification, learning how farming works, learning how food is
produced. Teachers information pack and farm facts leaflet available.
Farm walk and pond dipping, collecting materials on nature walk. Soil and weather
observation, mini beasts, birds and habitats.
Farm tour, pond dippings, habitat exploration, minibeast hunt, woodland activities.
Teachers information pack and farm facts leaflet available.

EYFS‐KS2
Any

Not Specified

Not Specified
Not Specified
Not Specified

Farm walk/trailer rides. Study of insects, plants, birds, aquatic creatures.

Not Specified

Supports competition and William Gribbon acts as a judge.

Not Specified

Guided walks

Not Specified

Education Programme for EYFS‐ KS2 including pond dipping, den building, trailer
tours of farm and estate, deer walks. All tailored to schools needs. Secondary and
6th form programme tailored to Geography, Biology and Land Management,
including: Field to Fork Exhibition, Renewable energies, trailer tours, conservation
management and coastal processes and management.

EYFS‐ KS5 and beyond

Field study, guided farm walks. Teachers information pack and farm facts leaflet
available.
Fen habitat surveys, woodland flora and management, pond/dipping, grassland
flora/river meadow survey, barns and old farm buildings, organic farming systems
and orchard farming. Farm facts leaflet available.

Not Specified
Not Specified

JB Shropshire,
Hainey Farm, Ely

Open Farm Sunday

Lent Farm

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Lewis Partners,
Shotford Hall Farm,
Harleston

Open Farm Sunday

LF Papworth Ltd
Lindacres Natural
Trail

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Manor Farm,
Fundenhall

Open Farm Sunday

Manor House Farm

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Mayfields

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Melsop Farm Park
Morley Farms

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Opportunity for the public to visit and farm and learn about what they do and how
they operate. Farms offer a variety of highlights including: farm tour, meeting
animals, trailer rides, static machinery display, self guided walks, food and farm
shop.
Art Therapy unit, Guided walks and activities to learn about farming, wildlife and
conservation, including identifying different arable crops and how they are used in
the human and animal food chain. Identifying different types of grasses used for
animal feed and conservation. Butter making, hedgerow dating and conservation.
The building and ecology of clay lump buildings.
Opportunity for the public to visit and farm and learn about what they do and how
they operate. Farms offer a variety of highlights including: farm tour, meeting
animals, trailer rides, static machinery display, self guided walks, food and farm
shop.
Farm visits and training for staff about how arming can tie into the National
Curriculum.
Tree planting, pond dipping, species identification, bug hotel building. Can cater to
different needs.
Opportunity for the public to visit and farm and learn about what they do and how
they operate. Farms offer a variety of highlights including: farm tour, meeting
animals, trailer rides, static machinery display, self guided walks, food and farm
shop.
Farm Walks and garden tours Teachers information pack and farm facts leaflet
available.
Farm walks studying livestock, comparisons of old and new hedges, grassland types,
value of hedges to wildlife and their history, mapping and mini beats and pond
dipping. Teachers information pack available.
Interaction with farm animals, schools visits can be tailored and a range of work
sheets are available.
Visits tailored to individual needs and a tractor trailer for transport around the farm.
Farm focuses on arable farming. Able to tailor to specific curriculum links.

Not Specified

Not Specified

Not Specified

Not Specified
Not Specified

Not Specified

Not Specified
Not Specified
EYFS‐KS1
All

Nortons Dairy

Old Hall Farm
(Dereham)
Place Farm
Place UK, Church
Farm, Tunstead
Pound Farm
(Danns)
Raveningham
Estate

Schools Visits

Natural England Higher Level
Pond and river dipping, wildlife walks, crop demonstration, cattle, calving, rare breed
Stewardship Scheme and Open
pigs, insect surveys, flower identification.
Farm Sunday
Natural England Higher Level
Walking in the countryside. Teachers information pack available.
Stewardship Scheme
Opportunity for the public to visit and farm and learn about what they do and how
they operate. Farms offer a variety of highlights including: farm tour, meeting
Open Farm Sunday
animals, trailer rides, static machinery display, self guided walks, food and farm
shop.
Natural England Higher Level
Feeding calves, collecting eggs, ice making. Farm facts leaflet available.
Stewardship Scheme
The Country Trust

Redmoor Fruit
Farm, Wisbech

Open Farm Sunday

Rookery Farm

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Sea Mere
Shotford Hall
Snettisham Park

Offering schools tours or their mixed arable and dairy farm tailored to specific
EYFS‐KS2 and beyond
individual learning opportunities to ensure curriculum links are made. Themed
possible (e.g. Food
activities include butter or cheese making demonstrations. Tours are aimed at most
Tech classes)
ages and groups. Emily Norton also offers to come into schools.

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Farm Education Centre

Linked with The Country Trust, educational facility for use and farm tours.
Opportunity for the public to visit and farm and learn about what they do and how
they operate. Farms offer a variety of highlights including: farm tour, meeting
animals, trailer rides, static machinery display, self guided walks, food and farm
shop.
Learning about farming; feeding Norfolk black turkeys and cattle and collecting
turkey eggs. Guided walks and activities to learn about farm wildlife and
conservation.

Not Specified
Not Specified

Not Specified

Not Specified
Primary

Not Specified

Not Specified

Nature Study, legal and illegal wildlife activities

Not Specified

Farm walk, milling, sheep shearing, crops, tractor‐trailer rides.

Not Specified

Tractor Trailer tours, engagement with crops and animals
Deer Safari and hands on activities including, feeding lambs, collecting eggs, learning
about wool and more. Ties in with science curriculum

EYFS‐KS2
EYFS‐KS2

Southwood Hall
Stody Estates
Thorpe Marshes
Waterways Farm

Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme
Natural England Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme

Wisbech Contract
Farming Ltd

Open Farm Sunday

Woodfields Farm,
Gressenhall

Open Farm Sunday

Wroxham Barns

Junior Farm

Trailer tours to see livestock, crops and farmland wildlife, classroom for formal
studies, pond dipping, wormery and egg hatchery. Teachers information pack and
farm facts leaflet available.
26 visits per year. Opportunities for local schools, further education groups and
special interest. Teachers information pack and farm facts leaflet available.
Plant detectives, wild art, environmental games, brilliant birds, living landscapes,
habitat trail, dyke dipping and minibeast hunt.
Cattle, woodlands, lakes, wadding birds, Site of special scientific interest. Wildlife
and a range of habitats. Teachers information pack available.
Opportunity for the public to visit and farm and learn about what they do and how
they operate. Farms offer a variety of highlights including: farm tour, meeting
animals, trailer rides, static machinery display, self guided walks, food and farm
shop.
Opportunity for the public to visit and farm and learn about what they do and how
they operate. Farms offer a variety of highlights including: farm tour, meeting
animals, trailer rides, static machinery display, self guided walks, food and farm
shop.
Opportunity for public to get up close with animals in a real farm yard. Activities
include feeding lambs and collecting eggs. A School room is also available.

Not Specified
Not Specified
Not Specified
Not Specified

Not Specified

Not Specified

EYFS‐KS1

Appendix D
A list and description of projects that Norfolk Schools are involved with, also
included are the pupil numbers.
School

Activity

Description

Norfolk Peer
Competition to encourage teachers to create a school agricultural or horticultural
Aldborough
Grow and Cook project or support a school cookery project. Aim is to help children learn about fresh
Primary School
awards
food, how it is grown and then cooked.
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Archbishop
Food for Life Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
Sancroft High
Partnership
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
School
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Norfolk Peer
Competition to encourage teachers to create a school agricultural or horticultural
Brooke
Grow and Cook project or support a school cookery project. Aim is to help children learn about fresh
Primary School
awards
food, how it is grown and then cooked.
Norfolk Peer
Competition to encourage teachers to create a school agricultural or horticultural
Bungay High
Grow and Cook project or support a school cookery project. Aim is to help children learn about fresh
School
awards
food, how it is grown and then cooked.
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Bure Valley
Food for Life Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
Primary
Partnership
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
Food Discovery
Catton Grove
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
Project
and harvest feast
Food, Farming
Cromer
and Countryside Schools engage with local businesses and create a project around food, farming and
Academy
Challenge
the countryside which is then presented and displayed at the RNS.
(NEICG)

Age range
targeted

Number on role
(May 2015)

Primary

139

Primary

346

Primary

125

Secondary

1272

Primary

256

Primary

685

Secondary

427

Dereham
Neatherd High
School
Duchy of
Lancaster
Methwold
Primary

Food for Life
Partnership

Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.

Norfolk Peer
Competition to encourage teachers to create a school agricultural or horticultural
Grow and Cook project or support a school cookery project. Aim is to help children learn about fresh
awards
food, how it is grown and then cooked.

Food, Farming
Fairhaven CofE
and Countryside Schools engage with local businesses and create a project around food, farming and
VA Primary
Challenge
the countryside which is then presented and displayed at the RNS.
School
(NEICG)
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
Fairstead
Food Discovery
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
Primary
Project
and harvest feast
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Fakenham
Food for Life Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
Junior
Partnership
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Food, Farming
Fleggburgh
and Countryside Schools engage with local businesses and create a project around food, farming and
CEVC Primary
Challenge
the countryside which is then presented and displayed at the RNS.
School
(NEICG)
Food, Farming
Freethorpe
and Countryside Schools engage with local businesses and create a project around food, farming and
Community
Challenge
the countryside which is then presented and displayed at the RNS.
Primary School
(NEICG)
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
George White Food Discovery
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
Junior
Project
and harvest feast

Secondary

1247

Primary

98

Primary

113

Primary

370

Primary

275

Primary

51

Primary

167

Primary

222

Great
Yarmouth
Primary
Academy

Food Discovery
Project

Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
and harvest feast

The children at Holly Meadows School had done a harvest time project about local
foods and used what they had learnt to create their map . It was crammed full of
Heather
EDP Food and
models of Norfolk produce including strawberries, sugar beet, wheat, carrots,
Avenue Infant
Drink Award
potatoes and even samphire and crabs. The judges were impressed by the range of
School
2012
produce that was included as well as the imaginative way that the children had
made their models.
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
Henderson
Food Discovery
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
Green Primary
Project
and harvest feast
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Hethersett
Food for Life Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
Junior
Partnership
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
The children at Holly Meadows School had done a harvest time project about local
foods and used what they had learnt to create their map . It was crammed full of
Local Food Map
Holly Meadows
models of Norfolk produce including strawberries, sugar beet, wheat, carrots,
Competition
Primary School
potatoes and even samphire and crabs. The judges were impressed by the range of
(FACE 2014)
produce that was included as well as the imaginative way that the children had
made their models.
Horning
Norfolk Peer
Competition to encourage teachers to create a school agricultural or horticultural
Primary
Grow and Cook project or support a school cookery project. Aim is to help children learn about fresh
Community
awards
food, how it is grown and then cooked.
School
Food, Farming
and Countryside Winners 2015. Schools engage with local businesses and create a project around
Iceni Academy
food, farming and the countryside which is then presented and displayed at the RNS.
Challenge
(NEICG)

Primary

462

Primary

129

Primary

134

Primary

234

Primary

130

Primary

63

Primary and
Secondary

757

Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
King's Lynn
Pinguin Food Year 10 students visited Pinguin Foods as part of their Land Based Environment GCSE
Academy
Visit
to gain understanding of how food is produced.
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Food for Life Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
Kinsale Junior
Partnership
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Norfolk Peer
Competition to encourage teachers to create a school agricultural or horticultural
Grow and Cook project or support a school cookery project. Aim is to help children learn about fresh
Lakenham
awards
food, how it is grown and then cooked.
Primary
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
Food Discovery
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
Project
and harvest feast
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Little Melton
Food for Life Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
Primary
Partnership
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
Lodge Lane
Food for Life
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
Infant School
Partnership
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food. Winners of Norfolk Food and
Drinks Awards 'Best School Project'.
Food, Farming
Lynn Grove and Countryside Schools engage with local businesses and create a project around food, farming and
the countryside which is then presented and displayed at the RNS.
Academy
Challenge
(NEICG)
John Grant
Primary

Food for Life
Partnership

Primary

128

Secondary

583

Primary

236

Primary

390

Primary

116

Primary

225

Secondary

1104

Magdalen
Gates Primary

Mendham
Primary School

Mile Cross
Primary School

Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
Food Discovery
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
Project
and harvest feast
Food for Life
Partnership

Farm Visits
Food Discovery
Project
Countryside
Classroom

Mileham
Primary School
Nightingale
First School
North Denes
Primary

Primary

197

Shotford Hall Farm Visits to Education Centre

Primary

33

Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
and harvest feast
For the launch of Countryside Classroom nationwide, Mile Cross played host to a
variety of hands on work shops by industry professionals to teach children more
about their food and where it comes from.

Primary

458

School has been involved with a growing project to find out more about where their
food comes from

Primary

School Closed
2015

Primary

175

Primary

283

Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
Food Discovery
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
Project
and harvest feast
Food for Life
Partnership

Ormiston
Herman
Academy
Primary
Ormiston
Victory
Academy

Parkside
School

Peterhouse
Primary School

Redgate Junior
School

Reepham High
School
Rocklands
Primary School
Rollesby
Primary School

Food Discovery
Project

Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
and harvest feast

Growing Schools has been encouraging and helping teachers to use the outdoor
classroom as a resource across the curriculum for pupils of all ages and abilities. It
The Growing
focuses particularly on food and farming, and, through experiencing the natural
Schools Garden
environment, encouraging young people to take responsibility for its care and
protection.
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Food for Life Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
Partnership
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Kitchen Garden
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
and Farm and
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
Food Discovery
and harvest feast
Project
Food, Farming
and Countryside Winners 2015. Schools engage with local businesses and create a project around
Challenge
food, farming and the countryside which is then presented and displayed at the RNS.
(NEICG)
Food, Farming
and Countryside Schools engage with local businesses and create a project around food, farming and
Challenge
the countryside which is then presented and displayed at the RNS.
(NEICG)
Norfolk Peer
Competition to encourage teachers to create a school agricultural or horticultural
Grow and Cook project or support a school cookery project. Aim is to help children learn about fresh
awards
food, how it is grown and then cooked.
School has created a project on food and farming involving 6 different areas;
Norfolk Food and growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets and harvest
feast. Work was recognised in 2015 as school was awarded Best Schools Project at
Drink Awards
the EDP Food and Drink Awards

Primary

345

Primary

783

Primary and
Secondary

166

Primary

374

Primary

115

Secondary

995

Primary

67

Primary

148

Sheringham
Norfolk Peer
Competition to encourage teachers to create a school agricultural or horticultural
Community
Grow and Cook project or support a school cookery project. Aim is to help children learn about fresh
Primary School
awards
food, how it is grown and then cooked.
Sheringham
High School

The Patch

Sidestrand Hall The Growing
School
Schools Garden

St Andrew's
Primary

Food Discovery
Project

St Michael's
Infants

Food for Life
Partnership

Tacolneston
Primary

Food for Life
Partnership

The Clare
School

Food for Life
Partnership

Toftwood
Primary

Food Discovery
Project

West Earlham
Primary

Food Discovery
Project

School created their own community garden with chickens. Provide qualification in
Horticulture and Patch is available for use by the whole school and local community.
Growing Schools has been encouraging and helping teachers to use the outdoor
classroom as a resource across the curriculum for pupils of all ages and abilities. It
focuses particularly on food and farming, and, through experiencing the natural
environment, encouraging young people to take responsibility for its care and
protection.
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
and harvest feast
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
and harvest feast
Project delivered by the Country Trust, Schools have to partake in 6 different areas
of the project: growing, cooking, farm visits, local food heroes, playground markets
and harvest feast

Primary

619

Secondary

750

Primary

136

Primary

40

Primary

60

Primary

83

Primary and
Secondary

96

Primary

357

Primary

228

Whitefriars
Primary

Food for Life
Partnership

Programme teaching children where food comes from and how it's grown, cooked.
Success it rewarded and celebrated as schools take more interest in their food, using
healthy, local produce and involving the whole school in meals. Children are also
taken to visit local farms, and cook and grow food.

Primary

409

Appendix E
A list of all schools that have had some interaction with the Royal Norfolk
Show in 2015 and those that participated in 2014. Schools that are also
engaged with a school based project are highlighted.
School

2015 Visit

Activity for 2015 show

2014 Visit

Acle Academy
Acle St Edmunds C of E Primary
School
Aldborough Primary School

15

Show & Art

No

15

Show

No

15

Poetry

No

Alderman Payne Primary School

15

Show

No

Archbishop Sancroft C of E High
School
Avenue Junior School
Bacton Middle School
Beccles Free School
Beeston Hall School
Beeston Primary School
Bignold Primary School
Broadland High School

15

Show & Poetry

Yes

15
15
15
15
15
15
15

Show & Art
All
Show
All
Art
Show
Show

No
No
Yes
Yes
No
No
No

Brockdish C of E Primary School

15

Poetry

Yes

Brooke VC CE Primary School
Brundall Primary School
Bungay High School
Carbrooke St Peter & St Paul
CofE VC Primary School

15
15
15

Poetry
Art
Show

No
No
Yes

15

Show

No

Age
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary

Type

Engaged with school
based project

Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Maintained
Maintained
Special
Independent
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes
Yes

Carleton Rode CE VA Primary
School

15

Show & Poetry

No

Caston C of E VA Primary School

15

Show & Art

No

Catton Grove Primary School
Chartwell House School

15
15

Show, Art & SF
Show

No
No

City Academy Norwich
(previously Earlham High School)

15

Show & Art

No

Coltishall Primary School
Combs Middle School
Costessey Infant School
Cromer Academy Trust
Dereham Church Infant School &
Nursery
Diamond Academy
Downham Market Preparatory
School
Eaton Hall Specialist Academy
Eaton Primary School
Edith Cavell Academy (previously
Cavell Primary)
Edmund de Moundeford VC
Primary School
Erpingham VC Primary School
Fairhaven C of E VA Primary
School
Fakenham Academy
Fakenham College
Flegg High School

15
15
15
15

Art
All
Show & Art
Poetry

No
No
No
No

Potatoes (Show)

Yes

15

Show

Yes

15

All

Yes

15
15

Show
Show

Yes
No

15

Show

No

15

Show

No

15

Show

No

15

Show

No

15
15
15

Show & Art
Show
All

Yes
No
Yes

Fleggburgh CE VA Primary School

15

Show

Yes

Framingham Earl High School

15

Art

Yes

Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary

Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Special

Yes

Maintained
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Secondary
Secondary
Primary
Secondary

Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Maintained
Maintained
Independent
special
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Freethorpe Community Primary
School
George White Junior School
Ghost Hill Infant & Nursery
Hall School
Harford Manor School
Heacham Infant & Nursery
School
Hemblington Primary School
Hemsby Primary School
Hethersett Academy
Hethersett Old Hall School
Hethersett VC Junior School
Hevingham Primary School

15

Show & Art

No

15
15
15
15

Show
Show
Show
Show, Art & SF

No
No
Yes
No

15

Show

No

15
15
15
15
15
15

Show
Both comps
Show & comps
All
Show
Poetry

No
No
Yes
Yes
No
No

Holt Community Primary School

15

Show‐ potatoes & comps

Yes

Hopton CE Primary School
Horning Community Primary
School
Howard Junior School
Iceni Academy (previously
Hockwold & Methwold))
Ilketshall St Lawrence Primary
School
Kenninghall Primary School
King Edward VII Academy
Kinsale Junior School
Langley Preparatory School
Langley School
Lionwood Junior School
Litcham High School
Litcham Primary School

15

Show

No

15

All

Yes

15

Show

No

15

Show & Art

Yes

15

Show

No

15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15

Show
Art
All
Show
All
Show
Show & Art
Show & Art

No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Maintained
Primary
Primary
Maintained
Primary
Maintained
Secondary
special
Primary and S Special
Maintained
Primary
Primary
Maintained
Primary
Maintained
Secondary
Maintained
Primary and S Independent
Primary
Maintained
Primary
Maintained
Primary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Secondary
Primary

Yes
Yes

Yes

Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Independent
Independent
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Little Plumstead (C of E) Primary
School
Lodge Lane Infant School
Lynn Grove VA High School
Marham Junior School ‐ Cherry
Tree Academy
Marsham Primary School
Mattishall Primary School
Mendham Primary School
(Waveney Valley Partnership)
Mile Cross Community Primary
School
New Eccles Hall School
North Walsham High School
Northgate High School
Northrepps Primary School
Norwich High School for Girls
Norwich Primary Academy
(Larkman)
Norwich School
Notre Dame High School
(Academy)
Old Catton C of E Junior School
Open Academy ‐ Norwich
(Previously Heartsease High)
Ormiston Victory Academy
Palgrave CEVC Primary School
(Gislingham Partnership)
Parkside School
Peterhouse Primary School
Pulham C of E Primary School
Queen's Hill Primary & Nursery
School

15

Poetry

No

15
15

Show
Show

No
Yes

15

Show

No

15
15

All
Show

Yes
No

15

Show

No

15

Show

Yes

15
15
15
15
15

Show
Show
Show
Show
All

Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes

15

Show & SF

No

15

Show

Yes

15

Show

Yes

15

Show

No

15

Show

No

15

Show

No

15

Show

No

15
15
15

Show & Poetry
Show & SF
Show

Yes
Yes
No

15

Show

Yes

Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Primary

Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Maintained
Primary
Primary
Independent
Secondary
Maintained
Secondary
Maintained
Primary
Maintained
Primary and S Independent

Yes

Primary

Maintained
Primary
Primary and S Independent
Secondary
Primary
Secondary
Secondary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Primary

Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Maintained
Special
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes
Yes

Redgate Junior School
Reepham Academy
Reepham Primary School
Rollesby Primary School
Roydon Primary School
Sacred Heart Convent School
Sheringham Community Primary
School & Nursery
Smithdon High School
Snettisham Primary School
South Wootton Infant School
Sprowston Junior School
St Andrew's C of E Primary
School
St John's Community Primary
School & Nursery
St Mary's C of E Junior School
St Mary's Catholic Primary &
Nursery School
St Michael's C of E Primary
School
St Michael's VA Junior School
St William's Primary School

15
15
15
15
15
15

Both comps
Show & Poetry
Art
All
Show
All

No
No
Yes
No
No
No

15

Show & art

Yes

15
15
15
15

Show
Art
Show
Show

No
No
No
No

15

Potatoes (Show)

Yes

15

Show

No

15

Comps & Potaotes

No

15

Show

No

15

Show

No

15
15

Show & Art
Show

No
No

Swanton Morley Primary School

15

Show

No

The Hewett School
Thompson Primary School
Thorpe St Andrew School
Thurlton Primary School
Tunstead Primary School
Tydd St Mary C Of E Primary
School
Wayland Academy

15
15
15
15
15

Show
Show & Art
Show and Art
Show
Show

No
No
No
No
No

15

Show

No

15

Show & Art

No

Primary
Maintained
Secondary
Maintained
Primary
Maintained
Primary
Maintained
Primary
Maintained
Primary and S Independent

Yes
Yes

Maintained

Yes

Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Secondary
Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary

Yes

Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes

West Earlham Junior School
West Raynham C of E Primary
School
West Walton Community
Primary School
Wymondham College
Wymondham High Academy
Yaxham C of E Primary School

15

Poetry

No

15

Art

No

15

Both comps & SF

Yes

15
15
15

Show & Poetry
Both comps
Show

Yes
No
No

Primary
Primary
Primary
Secondary
Secondary
Primary

Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained
Maintained

Yes

Appendix F
A description of the educational activity provided by the larger agricultural
societies in the UK
Organisation

Royal Bath
and West of
England
Society

Royal
Cornwall
Agricultural
Association

Description

Age Range
Targeted

Royal Bath and
West Show

Large number of displays and events for children and families. Including: Imagineering Fair‐
exploring the creative possibilities of science, engineering and technology. Farming for the
Family‐ live animal demonstrations and feeding. Village School‐ interactive activities

All

Environmental
Youth Awards

Encourages young people to engage with environmental and conservation matters. The award
recognises the part played by young people in promoting environmental projects, as well as
encouraging a better appreciation and understanding amongst young about conservation and
environmental issues.

All

The Bath and
West Next
Generation

Youth Group linked to the society who have mutual interest in agriculture and a goal of
raising awareness and support for the society and also encouraging the next generation
to become actively involved in farming. Members take an active interest in the show
and are encouraged to steward at the show.

16+

Royal Cornwall
Show

Educational information boards and exhibits about the various aspects of the rural way of life.

Any

Farm and
Country Days

750 children per day on an interactive learning journey to see how food travels from farm to
plate. 50 exhibitors

Lower KS1 Year
3+4

Activity

Royal
Highland
and
Agricultural
Society

Aim to provide the opportunity for every child in Scotland to learn about food, farming and the
countryside, and to create a w idea understanding of the environmental, economic and social
realities of rural Scotland. Achieved through a number of activities; farm visits, classroom
speakers, free resources for schools, outdoor education events, competition and project for
schools, training farmers and teachers in the delivery of information relating to food and
farming and the education programme at the Royal Highland Show. 25,000 children onto farms
each year. 30,000 farmers into schools, 250 schools groups to RHS.

All

National 5 Business Management programme‐ aims to use real life farming and agricultural
examples to enhance learning.

Secondary
School

Charles Brown Trophy‐ awarded annually to a school for exceptional partnership working with
RHET

Age 5‐18

RHET

Three Counties
Show‐ Discovery
Zone

Jack’s Blog

Royal Three
Counties

Royal Ulster
Royal Welsh
Agricultural
Society

Hands‐on activities and workshops for schools and families, with a range of exhibitors

Blog written by a young farmer to help illustrate what farming is like for a young person.

Development
Competition for students age16+ to develop a strategy for the show to help raise the show's profile, increase visitor
Strategy
numbers and attract more sponsors. Prize includes all expenses paid trip to Paris International Agricultural Show
Competition for
2017 and an invitation to join the show committee for 1 year.
Students

Primary and
Secondary

Secondary
School

16+

National Young
Stars in
association with
the Three
Counties
Agricultural
Society

Event for the livestock sector to help showcase the industry's future talent. An event for 150
students competing in a variety of areas. Event also hosts a number of trade stands to
showcase the opportunities businesses have to offer.

8‐24 year olds

Balmoral Show
Schools Zone

Guide Service for new comers to the show. Interactive guided tour last 1 hour 30 mins leading
group to interactive points and providing support. Supporting materials are available to
download from the website which includes a host of activities to do before, during and after
the show.

All

Spring Festival

Child friendly areas‐ nothing specific for education

N/A

Royal Welsh
Show

Nothing explicit listed

N/A

South of
England
Agricultural
Society

‘Countryside
Learning’

Extensive outdoor and indoor education programme that promotes knowledge and
understanding of rural communities and develops an interest and respect for
agricultural and the people who live and work on the land. Education resources and
partnerships helps parents, teachers, pupils and land based professional engage
directly with the countryside and receive funding.

All

The Next
Generation

Promoting and supporting innovation in food, growing and all aspects of the
countryside. Helping to attract young people into seriously considering a career in the
industry. Uses Champions and Rising Stars as examples of people who have lead the
way in forging successful careers in the rural industry.

16+

A free event that allows pupil to engage and interact with food, farming and the

‘Connect with
countryside and the environment. Variety of hands‐on activities based around specific
the Countryside’
zones which tie in with the National Curriculum; Livestock, Horticulture and Food and
event

Wildlife and Recreation

Upper KS2
Years 5&6

Competition for schools to learn more about food and farming in Suffolk through a
hands‐on approach. Pupils must design a create a model to the theme using recycled
food packaging. The top 5 schools are selected to attend a learning day at Trinity Park
which involved a host of workshops led by industry experts. The 3 schools are most
engaged and make the most of the learning day go through to the final. These schools
prepare and deliver a presentation at the Suffolk Show to explain what they learnt
during their experience.

KS2

Chance for students to find out more about the opportunities in the agricultural industry.

13‐16

Arranging trips to Farms and a £50.00 grant towards transport or for a farmer to visit the school

All

School Farm and
Country Fair

Interactive learning day for pupils through a variety of zones which are all linked clearly to the National Curriculum

Lower KS2
Years 3+4

GYOP with
Potato Council

Link with potato council

Primary

Over 100 exhibitors from a range of industries. 4,500 students

14+

Design and build a show garden to a given theme.

KS1 and KS2

Suffolk Farming
School of the
Year

Food and
Farming Student
Day
School Farm
Links Project

Suffolk
Agricultural
Association

Suffolk Skills
Show

Schools Show
Garden
Competition

The East of
England
Agricultural
Society

Yorkshire
Agricultural
Society

Kids Country

Education Programme for Children with events running throughout the year. These include: Breakfast Week, GYoP, Lambing
Sunday, Cubs and Scouts Day, Happy Chicks Day, Open Farm Sunday, Food and Farming Day, Bee Observatory Visits, Autumn Show

Primary

Discovery Zone
(Great Yorkshire
Show)

Interactive workshops for all young people to learn about rural life.

All

Countryside
Days

Interactive workshops for 6,000 children over 2 days. Aim is to help change perceptions for
young people who know very little about the countryside. Around 100 practical workshops and
demonstrations. Oversubscribed.

KS1 and KS2

Careers in Focus

2,000 student days. Wide variety of careers on offer. Related to agriculture and technology
used on farms and in related businesses. Focus on rural initiative within a variety of sectors.

Secondary
School

GYOP

Partnership with Potato Council

KS1 and KS2

Short Courses for
Teachers

A free initiative. With a range of subject covered throughout year. Information provided in
Grants and Education newsletter, RAPPORT

Teachers

Tree and Hedge
Planting

Available to any one as an educational resource.

Any

Countryside Live

October event‐ variety of activities based on natural environment.‐ family show

Any

Springtime Live

Spring event‐ variety of activities and animals‐ family show

KS1 and KS2

Appendix G
A list of national food, farming and countryside educational organisations and
a description of their activity.
Organisation

Activity

Adam Henson's Cotswold
Farm Park
AHDB and British
Nutrition Foundation

Food a Fact of Life

Bright Crop

Countryside Learning

FACE
Countryside Classroom
Farms for City Children
Food Dudes

Description
Variety of activities for school children, all interactive and informative. Trips can be
tailored to individual needs. All elements of farming considered.
Free teaching resources for KS1‐KS5. Resources are designed to support cross
curricular learning with comprehensive curriculum links along with classroom
resources such as PowerPoints and videos. Teacher's guides, worksheets and
interactive whiteboard activities.
Inspiring young talent to explore the wide choice of careers in the farming and food
supply sectors.
Educate, inform and inspire children, parents and teachers so that they can enjoy
and appreciate the countryside while having a greater understanding of the wide
range of issues surrounding it. Teachers and pupils are able to visit and study skilled
workers in their workplace, using the knowledge gained and extra resource facilities
available through Countryside Learning to take back the classroom to enhance the
school curriculum.
Educational charity that helps pupils to learn about food, farming and the
countryside through schols consultancy, bespoke classroom and outdoor activities
and extensive teacher training for all key stages.
. Countryside Classroom allows educators to easily locate resources, places to visit
and experts to enable them to make the most of food and farming education.
The charity aims to encourage learning, to raise self esteem and to enrich young
lives through hands on farming. Residential trips for 7 days on a working farm
A range of programmes that combine a range of behaviour change principles to
increase children's consumption of fruit and vegetables and decrease their intake of
unhealthy snacks.

Age range
targeted
Primary

KS1‐KS5

13+

All

All

All
KS2
All

Garden Organic
HGCA

Grain Chain

LandEx

Lantra

LEAF

Mount Pleasant School
Farm
NFU

Let's Talk Farming

Open Farm
Sunday/Schools Day

Phunky Foods

Potato Council
Quality Meat Scotland

Grow your own
potatoes
Meaty Careers ‐
document!

Leading organic growing charity, dedicated to researching and promoting projects in
schools including enterprise projects. They provide a food growing manual as part
of The Food for Life Partnership.
Free educational resources and information to help children understand more
about where their food comes from.
Land Based Colleges Aspiring to Excellence’ is a subscriber organisation with 36
member Colleges and Universities in England and 5 Members in Wales, Scotland
and Northern Ireland. To qualify for membership the provider must deliver
significant volumes of education and training in land based occupational areas.
Sector skills council for the land based and environmental sector. They provide
labour market information for each industry and information on these industries in
the UK. Career factsheets
Working dairy farm, with purpose built classroom and other facilities. Day focuses
on the curriculum with links to animals and where food comes from.
Road show to teach children about the importance of British farming. Children can
learn about food provenance as well as how and what types of food are produced in
the UK. Teacher resources are also available for children EYFS‐KS2
Opportunity for everyone, young and old, to discover at first hand what it means to
be a farmer and the fabulous work they do producing our food and managing the
countryside.
Phunky Foods is an award‐winning early years and primary school programme of
healthy lifestyle curriculum activities, lesson plans and resources. We provide
teaching staff with the tools and training to deliver top quality, fun healthy lifestyle
activities and lessons. The aim of the programme is to aid schools and early years
settings (EYS) in meeting healthy lifestyle curriculum requirements by delivering
key, consistent health messages; either by incorporating new activity ideas through
the existing curriculum/topic areas or via Phunky Food’s clubs.
Schools register to receive free seed potatoes and a free growing kit. The project is
supported by resources linked to the KS1&2 curriculum.
A booklet to help raise awareness among young people, of the wide range of career
options available in the Scottish red meat industry.

All
Primary

16+

16+
Primary
Primary

All

Primary

KS1 &KS2
All

Red Tractor Assurance

Royal Horticultural Society

Campaign for School
Visits

Sainsbury's

Apprenticeships

School Food Matters

Farm Gate to School
Plate

School Food Plan

Sea Fish

Sheep Drove Farm

Soil Association

Red Tractor was established in 2000 and has grown to become the UK’s leading
farm and quality food assurance scheme. Red Tractor was launched by the food
industry to promote clearer labelling and ensure food originates from a trustworthy
source. They have partnered with others to ensure teachers have access to a good
range of resources.
Free School visits to RHS garden with workshops and recources freely available The
promotion of gardening in schools and raising awareness of careers in the
horticultural industry.
Sainsbury's offers horticulture and agriculture apprenticeships programmes in
partnership with Staffline. It gives people the opportunity to work with some of the
retailer's most progressive food supplier, many of whom use the latest innovations
and technology in the sector.
The charity aims to ensure that every child enjoys fresh, sustainable food at school
and understands where their food comes from. They aim to improve the quality of
schools meals and to ensure that children get the opportunity to cook and grow
food whilst at school and helps to design, develop and manage food education
An agreed plan that is supported by the Secretary of State for Education and of the
diverse organisation who are working to support schools to improve their food.

A programme to help educate children more about food and where it comes from.
Fish is the Dish
It helps to encourage children to eat more fish. Resources tie into National
Curriculum
Educational visits to reconnect food, farming and wildlife through a variety of
curriculum linked topics tailored to individual needs in a range of environments.
Adult learning is also available.
SA works with a variety of high street restaurants to improve children's' menu
Out to Lunch Campaign
choices. A league table is produced each year to show the best restaurants for
healthy options.
An independent endorsement for schools that service nutritious, fresh and
Food for Life
sustainably sourced food and support pupils to eat well and enhance their learning
Partnership
with cooking, food growing and farm links.

All

All

16+

All

All

All

All

EYFS‐KS2

All

Syngenta

Farm Tech Challenge

Aimed to encourage the next generation to not only think about the issues facing
the world, but also to foster the skills and innovative thinking that will help meet
these challenges in the future. Pupils have to come up with a project utilising digital
technology to address of the 5 themes of the The Good Growth Plan: Make Crops
more Efficient, Rescue more Farmland, Help Biodiversity Flourish, Empower
Smallholders and Help People Stay Safe .

Street Soccer and Scotch
Beef

Eat Well, Play Well

Promoting healthy eating through football players in Scotland.

All

Tesco‐ Eat Happy Project

Farm to Fork

Project that offers free school trips to farms and provides a large number of
resources to help teachers.

Primary

Age 11‐19

Appendix H
A breakdown of the total schools in Norfolk by
type and provision.
Primary Secondary
Maintained
Independent
6th Form
All through
Alternative
Provision
Special

Total

358
51
2
2

12
5
0
7

370
56
2
9

9

0

9

11

6

17

Grand
Total

463

Appendix I
A list of farm sites visited by schools during
2014/2015. Data taken from Evolve database
by kind permission of Norfolk Country
Council.
Place
Tesco Farm to Fork
Easton Campus Farm
Gressenhall
Church Farm Stow Bardolph
Snettish Farm Park
Hall Farm (Country Trust)
Melsop Farm
White House Farm
Coldham Farm
Jimmy's Farm
Heacham Bottom Farm
Hirst Farm
Morley Farm
Great Barn Gayton Thorpe
Stody Estate
Wroxham Barns Farm
Albanwise Farm
Bush Green Farm
Clinks Care Farm
Sandringham Fruit Farm
Telegraph Farm
Abbey Farm, East Walton
Banham Hall Farm
Barrington Farm, Walcott
Benacre Wood Farm Barn
Carr Farm
Castle Farm, Swanton Morley
Common Farm Woods

Times
Primary
visited
49
32
29
26
20
9
7
7
6
6
5
4
4
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

49
30
29
26
20
6
7
7
6
4
5
4
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Secondary
2

3 Holt Farmers Club

2

1

Darley Stud Farm
Doles Farm Bradwell
Echo Farm (Dunham)
Edfords Care Farm
Elveden
Gayton Thorpe Farm
Gemma's Farm
Grenstein Farm, Litcham
Littleport Farms
Marsh Farm Adventure Park
Mayfields Farm
Milton Farm
Norton's Dairy
Ormesby Farm (Rollesby)
Raveningham Estate
Stoke Ferry Farm
Tacon Farm
Other Farm visits (untitled)
Total

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
20
267

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
20
257

10

Appendix J
A diagram to illustrate possible links of food,
farming and the countryside to the National
Curriculum. Sourced from CEVAS Handbook 2007.
Art & Design

Geography

 Human influences on the
environment
 Farming in different parts of the
world
 Water cycle

History

 History of farming
 Dig for Victory
 Historical farm and garden implements
 Archaeology
 National history/battle sites

 Animals and plants in design
 Photography
 Natural and chemical dyes

Drama
 Animal masks and puppets
 Role-play farmers/gardeners work
 Enacting life cycles and food
chains

ICT
 Designing maps and equipment
 Testing out an animal house or
protection for plants
 Producing a farm booklet or
gardening calendar

English
 Looking at topical issues, e.g.
battery/free range; organic farming
and growing
 Reading and writing animal stories
and poems
 Keeping a garden diary

PE
 Animal movements
 Eating and health

RE
 Care for our world
 Feasting and fasting, e.g.
Ramadan, Eid
 Festivals, e.g. harvest, Easter

PSHE & Citizenship
 Where our food comes from
 Sustainable development and
planting at school

Science

Mathematics
 Measuring wind speed and rainfall
 Measuring growth in plants and
animals
 Collecting data

CEVAS handbook 2007

 Seasonal changes
 Life processes
 Habitats
 Food chains
 Care of living things

Appendix K
The Cooking and Nutrition element of the design and
technology National Curriculum which emphasises an
understanding of where food comes from.
National curriculum in England: design and
technology programmes of study
Published September 2011

Cooking and nutrition
As part of their work with food, pupils should be taught how to cook and apply
the principles of nutrition and healthy eating. Instilling a love of cooking in
pupils will also open a door to one of the great expressions of human
creativity. Learning how to cook is a crucial life skill that enables pupils to feed
themselves and others affordably and well, now and in later life.
Pupils should be taught to:

Key stage 1



use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to prepare dishes
understand where food comes from

Key stage 2




understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet
prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes using a range
of cooking techniques
understand seasonality, and know where and how a variety of ingredients
are grown, reared, caught and processed

Key stage 3


understand and apply the principles of nutrition and health






cook a repertoire of predominantly savoury dishes so that they are able to
feed themselves and others a healthy and varied diet
become competent in a range of cooking techniques [for example, selecting
and preparing ingredients; using utensils and electrical equipment; applying
heat in different ways; using awareness of taste, texture and smell to decide
how to season dishes and combine ingredients; adapting and using their
own recipes]
understand the source, seasonality and characteristics of a broad range of
ingredients

